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h/UIJA฀"OARD�฀!RE฀4HERE฀!NY฀

#OMMUNICATIONS�v

!GENCY�฀/NTOTHEOLOGY�฀AND฀THE฀$EATH฀OF฀

THE฀(UMANIST฀3UBJECT�฀OR�

#ONTINUING฀THE฀!23฀#ONVERSATION

.O�฀)฀WAS฀./4฀PUSHING฀THAT฀TIME�
�-ORRISSEY�฀h/UIJA฀"OARD�฀/UIJA฀"OARDv

HE฀3ECOND฀'REAT฀!WAKENING฀OF฀ THE฀NINETEENTH฀ CENTURY฀MARKS฀ AN฀ ACTIV

IST฀SHIFT฀IN฀0ROTESTANT฀RELIGIOUS฀PRACTICE฀IN฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES�฀A฀TURN฀FROM฀

#ALVINIST฀FATALISM฀TOWARD฀AN฀ACTIVE�฀EVANGELICAL฀CONVICTION฀IN฀THE฀CAPACITY฀OF฀
HUMANS฀TO฀ACT฀MORALLY฀AND฀SECURE฀THEIR฀OWN฀SPIRITUAL฀SALVATION�฀4HIS฀CONVIC

TION฀IN฀MORAL฀AGENCY฀CATALYZED฀A฀GROWING฀BELIEF฀IN฀SPIRITUALISM�฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀
MERE฀MORTALS฀COULD฀TALK฀TO฀THE฀SOULS฀OR฀hSPIRITSv฀OF฀DEAD฀PEOPLE฀IF฀THEY฀CONCEN

TRATED฀HARD฀ENOUGH฀OR฀ EMPLOYED฀ THE฀ APPROPRIATE฀ TECHNOLOGICAL฀ EXTENSION฀OF฀
THE฀HUMAN฀SENSORIUM�฀)N฀THE฀OBVIOUS฀IDIOM฀OF฀THE฀TELEGRAPH�฀ORIGINALLY฀NINE

TEENTH
CENTURY฀COMMUNIQUÏS฀FROM฀THE฀DEAD฀CAME฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀OR฀hRAPPINGSv฀OR฀
hKNOCKSv฀ON฀TABLES฀OR฀WALLS�฀WHICH฀A฀GIVEN฀hMEDIUMv฀WOULD฀COUNT฀TO฀DISCERN฀
IF฀THEY฀DENOTED฀A฀hYES�v฀A฀hNO�v฀OR฀A฀LETTER฀OF฀THE฀ALPHABET฀�"RAUDE฀��
��	�฀%X

CEPTING฀TODDLERS฀AND฀ACCOUNTANTS�฀COUNTING฀IS฀A฀SOMEWHAT฀TIRESOME฀EXERCISE฀
OF฀AGENCY�฀AND฀SO฀IT฀WAS฀ONLY฀A฀MATTER฀OF฀TIME฀BEFORE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀ENTERPRISING฀
INDIVIDUALS฀WOULD฀DEVELOP฀THE฀hTALKING฀BOARDv฀TO฀EASE฀THE฀LABOR฀OF฀MEDIATION�฀
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-OST฀ FAMILIAR฀ TO฀ US฀ AS฀ 0ARKER฀ "ROTHERS�฀ h/UIJA฀ "OARD�v฀ A฀ TALKING฀ BOARD฀ WAS฀
ORIGINALLY฀ A฀DEVICE฀WHEREBY฀ONE฀PLACED฀HIS฀OR฀HER฀HANDS฀ON฀A฀HEART
SHAPED฀
PLANCHETTE�฀WHICH฀WAS฀THEN฀PRESUMABLY฀DIRECTED฀BY฀A฀SPIRIT฀TO฀GLIDE฀ACROSS฀AN฀
ALPHABET฀PAINTED฀ON฀A฀WOODEN฀BOARD�฀SPELLING฀OUT฀MESSAGES฀OF฀REQUITED฀ LOVE฀
AND฀APPROACHING฀DANGER�฀

!S฀A฀TECHNOLOGY฀ULTIMATELY฀INSPIRED฀BY฀THE฀3ECOND฀'REAT฀!WAKENING�฀THE฀
/UIJA฀"OARD฀ILLUSTRATES฀THE฀ANXIETY฀SURROUNDING฀OUR฀MANY฀FANTASIES฀ABOUT฀HU

MAN฀AGENCY�฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀RESPECT฀TO฀COMMUNICATION฀AS฀A฀TRANSCENDENT�฀OR฀
EVEN฀TRANSPARENT฀EVENT฀�SEE฀'UNN�฀h2ElTTINGv�฀0ETERS฀��
���	�฀(OWEVER฀IRONIC�฀
THE฀BELIEF฀THAT฀ONE฀OR฀ANOTHER฀COULD฀LITERALLY฀SPEAK฀WITH฀THE฀SOULS฀OF฀THE฀DEARLY฀
DEPARTED฀REmECTS฀AN฀EVANGELICAL฀SUBJECT฀ENTHUSIASTICALLY฀WEDDED฀TO฀A฀HUMAN

IST฀GOSPEL฀THAT฀HAS฀ELEVATED฀AGENCY฀TO฀THE฀STATUS฀OF฀THE฀GODLY�฀LORDING฀OVER฀THE฀
MATERIAL฀AND฀SPIRITUAL฀UNIVERSE�฀4HIS฀TRANSCENDENT฀SENTIMENT�฀SOMETIMES฀DIS

CUSSED฀AS฀hONTOTHEOLOGY�v฀WAS฀HEAVILY฀CRITIQUED฀BY฀(EIDEGGER�฀WHO฀LAMENTED฀
THAT฀ hIT฀ SEEMS฀ AS฀ THOUGH฀ MAN฀ EVERYWHERE฀ AND฀ ALWAYS฀ ENCOUNTERS฀ HIMSELF�v฀
EVEN฀BEYOND฀DEATH฀�(EIDEGGER�฀h1UESTIONv฀���	��฀3UCH฀A฀NARCISSISTIC฀hIDEOL

OGY฀OF฀AGENCY�v฀PERHAPS฀BORN฀OF฀GRIEF�฀A฀FEAR฀OF฀DEATH�฀AND�OR฀DREAMS฀OF฀DIVINE฀
OMNIPOTENCE�฀ MANIFESTS฀ ITSELF฀ IN฀ A฀ TECHNOLOGY฀ OF฀ INSTRUMENTALITY฀ THAT฀ TREATS฀
EVEN฀OUR฀SPECTRAL฀DOUBLES฀AS฀MERE฀OBJECTS฀OR฀EXTENSIONS฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀SUBJECT�S฀
WILL฀�GHOSTS฀AS฀"ESTAND�฀hSTANDING
RESERVEv	�฀&ROM฀A฀(EIDEGGERIAN฀VANTAGE�฀THE฀
FOLLY฀OF฀SPIRITUALISM฀POINTS฀TO฀A฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀HUMANIST฀AGENT฀AS฀AUTONOMOUS�฀
THE฀SO
CALLED฀hTRANSCENDENTAL฀SUBJECTv฀ROOTED฀IN฀THE฀+ANTIAN฀TRADITION�฀

4HE฀PRACTICE฀OF฀A฀SÏANCE฀ALSO฀DIRECTS฀OUR฀ATTENTION฀TO฀A฀PROBLEM฀IMPLIED฀IN฀
�BUT฀ALSO฀SOMEHOW฀BEYOND	฀THE฀TRANSPARENCY฀OR฀TRANSCENDENCE฀OF฀THE฀MOMENT฀
OF฀COMMUNICATION�฀THE฀INSTABILITIES฀OF฀THE฀#ARTESIAN฀SELF�฀OR฀THE฀SELF
TRANSPAR

ENT฀AND฀SELF
POSSESSED฀SUBJECT฀OF฀THOROUGHLY฀CONSCIOUS฀INTENTION฀�THE฀COGITO�฀
SEE฀$ESCARTES	�฀5SING฀A฀/UIJA฀BOARD�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀DEMONSTRATES฀THAT฀WHILE฀THE฀
EXERCISE฀OF฀AGENCY฀TAKES฀PLACE฀IN฀THE฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀THE฀PLANCHETTE�฀THE฀STATUS฀
AND฀POSSIBLY฀EVEN฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀WHO฀ORIGINATES฀THE฀ACTION฀IS฀UNDE

CIDABLE�฀#ONSIDER฀A฀STORY฀FROM฀A฀-ARCH฀���฀����฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀.EW
9ORK฀$AILY฀
4RIBUNE�฀WHICH฀UNDERSCORES฀THE฀WAY฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀UNCANNY฀TALKING฀BOARD฀SÏ

ANCE฀MIGHT฀CALL฀OUR฀ACCOUNTS฀OF฀OUR฀OWN฀AND฀OTHERS�฀AGENCY฀INTO฀QUESTION�

9OU฀TAKE฀THE฀BOARD฀IN฀YOUR฀LAP�฀ANOTHER฀PERSON฀SITTING฀DOWN฀WITH฀
YOU�฀9OU฀EACH฀GRASP฀THE฀LITTLE฀TABLE฀WITH฀THE฀THUMB฀AND฀FORElNGER฀
AT฀EACH฀CORNER฀NEXT฀TO฀YOU�฀4HEN฀THE฀QUESTION฀IS฀ASKED�฀h!RE฀THERE฀
ANY฀COMMUNICATIONS�v฀0RETTY฀SOON฀YOU฀THINK฀THE฀OTHER฀PERSON฀IS฀
PUSHING฀THE฀TABLE�฀(E฀THINKS฀YOU฀ARE฀DOING฀THE฀SAME�฀"UT฀THE฀TABLE฀
MOVES฀AROUND฀TO฀hYESv฀OR฀hNO�v฀4HEN฀YOU฀GO฀ON฀ASKING฀QUESTIONS฀
AND฀ THE฀ ANSWERS฀ ARE฀ SPELLED฀ OUT฀ BY฀ THE฀ LEGS฀ OF฀ THE฀ TABLE฀ RESTING฀
ON฀THE฀LETTERS฀ONE฀AFTER฀THE฀OTHER�฀3OMETIMES฀THE฀TABLE฀WILL฀COVER฀
TWO฀ LETTERS฀WITH฀ ITS฀ FEET�฀AND฀THEN฀YOU฀HANG฀ON฀AND฀ASK฀THAT฀THE฀
TABLE฀WILL฀BE฀MOVED฀ FROM฀THE฀WRONG฀ LETTER�฀WHICH฀ IS฀DONE�฀3OME฀
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REMARKABLE฀ CONVERSATIONS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ CARRIED฀ ON฀ UNTIL฀ MEN฀ HAVE฀
BECOME฀IN฀A฀MEASURE฀SUPERSTITIOUS฀ABOUT฀IT�฀�QUOTED฀IN฀h(ISTORY฀OF฀
THE฀4ALKING฀"OARD�v฀PAR�฀�	

!S฀ANYONE฀WHO฀HAS฀hPLAYEDv฀WITH฀A฀TALKING฀BOARD฀WILL฀ATTEST�฀THE฀FUN฀ORBITS฀SUS

PICION�฀EITHER฀ONE฀DECEIVES�฀OR฀IS฀DECEIVED฀BY�฀THE฀CO
MEDIUM�฀OR฀ONE฀IS฀RELA

TIVELY฀UNABLE฀TO฀LOCATE฀THE฀SEAT฀OF฀AGENCY�฀IS฀MY฀PARTNER฀MOVING฀THIS฀THING�฀!M฀
)฀MOVING฀IT฀WITHOUT฀KNOWING฀IT�฀)S฀IT฀POSSIBLE฀THAT฀SOME฀UNSEEN฀SPIRIT�A฀PASSED฀
RELATIVE฀OR฀WORSE�฀AN฀EVIL฀GENIUS�IS฀MOVING฀THE฀PLANCHETTE฀�AND฀THEREFORE�฀US	�฀
!LTHOUGH฀THE฀SOMEWHAT฀ADMITTEDLY฀PERVERSE฀PRACTICE฀OF฀TALKING฀TO฀THE฀DEAD฀IS฀
BORN฀OF฀+ANTIAN฀AND฀#ARTESIAN฀CONVICTIONS�฀IT฀NEVERTHELESS฀OPENS฀THE฀QUESTION฀
OF฀AN฀UNCERTAIN฀AND฀UNSETTLED฀SUBJECT฀POSITION฀OR฀DISPOSITION��฀

)NDEED�฀ THE฀ /UIJA�S฀ CAPACITY฀ TO฀ DEMONSTRATE฀ THE฀ UNSETTLED฀ SUBJECT฀ BE

COMES฀APPARENT฀AS฀SOON฀AS฀ONE฀THINKS฀ABOUT฀THE฀VARIETY฀OF฀POSSIBLE฀ASSUMP

TIONS฀UNDERLYING฀THE฀TALKING฀BOARD฀SÏANCE�฀/NE฀COULD฀PLAY฀THE฀GAME฀PRESUMING฀
THAT฀ LIVING฀HUMAN฀SUBJECTS฀MOVE฀ THE฀PLANCHETTE�฀AND฀THAT฀ THEY฀DO฀SO฀EITHER฀
BY฀CONSCIOUS฀CHOICE�฀UNCONSCIOUS฀CHOICE�฀OR฀IN฀AN฀ACT฀OF฀MUTUAL฀DEFERMENT฀TO฀
THE฀CONSCIOUS฀OR฀UNCONSCIOUS฀MOVEMENTS฀OF฀THEIR฀PARTNER�฀4HE฀PLAYERS฀COULD฀
ALSO฀PRESUME฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀AN฀UNSPECIlED฀RATIO฀OF฀COOPERATION฀IN฀MOVING฀THE฀
PLANCHETTE฀ BETWEEN฀ HUMAN฀ SUBJECTS฀ WHO฀ SIT฀ AT฀ THE฀ TABLE฀ AND฀ DEAD฀ SUBJECTS฀
FROM฀THE฀"EYOND�฀0LAYERS฀COULD฀ALSO฀INVOKE฀THE฀IDEA฀OF฀POSSESSION฀BY฀A฀SPIRIT฀
WHO฀TEMPORARILY฀INHABITS฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀OF฀THE฀PLAYERS฀AT฀THE฀TABLE฀AND฀DIRECTS฀
THE฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀ THE฀PLANCHETTE฀�VIZ��฀hCHANNELINGv	�฀0LAYERS฀UNCOMFORTABLE฀
WITH฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀BEING฀hPLAYEDv฀MIGHT฀DECIDE฀TO฀GIVE฀UP฀THE฀
/UIJA฀BOARD฀ALTOGETHER�฀9ET�฀EACH฀OF฀THESE฀OPTIONS฀SEEMS฀MILDLY฀INHOSPITABLE฀
�NONE฀MORE฀SO฀THAN฀PACKING฀UP฀YOUR฀/UIJA฀BOARD฀AND฀GOING฀HOME	�฀4HE฀IDEA฀
THAT฀THE฀GAME฀IS฀SOLELY฀PLAYED฀OUT฀AMONG฀THE฀LIVING฀IS฀INHOSPITABLE฀TOWARD฀THE฀
SPIRITS฀WHO฀MAY฀WISH฀TO฀JOIN฀THE฀LIVING฀IN฀COMMUNION�฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀THE฀SPIRITS฀
hPOSSESSv฀THE฀BODY฀OF฀ONE฀OR฀MORE฀PEOPLE฀AT฀THE฀TABLE฀IS฀INHOSPITABLE฀TOWARD฀
THE฀PARTICIPATION฀OF฀ THE฀ LIVING฀SUBJECT฀WHO฀IS฀DISPOSSESSED�฀&INALLY�฀ THE฀RATIO฀
SEEMS฀A฀HOSPITABLE฀COMPROMISE�฀BUT฀ALSO฀CONTAINS฀THE฀INHERENT฀INHOSPITALITY฀
OF฀ SPECIFYING฀ JUST฀ HOW฀ MUCH฀ INmUENCE฀ LIVING฀ AND฀ DEAD฀ SUBJECTS฀ ARE฀ ALLOWED฀
TO฀ HAVE฀ ON฀ THE฀ PLAY฀ �hSORRY฀ DEAD฀ SPIRIT�฀ MY฀ TURN฀ TO฀ MOVE฀ THE฀ PLANCHETTEv	�฀
0ERHAPS฀ HOSPITALITY฀ TOWARD฀ LIVING฀ AND฀ THE฀ DEAD฀ IMPLIES฀ THAT฀ WE฀ GIVE฀ UP฀ OUR฀
ANXIETIES฀ABOUT฀THE฀GAME฀AND฀JUST฀PLAY�฀NEVER฀CERTAIN฀WHO฀WILL฀BE฀MANIFEST฀IN฀
THE฀COMMUNION฀OF฀THE฀GAME�฀AND฀NEVER฀SURE฀JUST฀HOW฀THEY฀WILL฀BE฀MANIFEST�฀
3UCH฀AN฀AGNOSTIC฀DISPOSITION฀DOES฀NOT฀IMPLY฀THAT฀THE฀PLAYERS฀SHOULD฀IGNORE฀THE฀
MOVES฀OF฀THE฀PLANCHETTE฀OR฀THE฀mOWS฀OF฀THE฀SPIRIT�฀IT฀SIMPLY฀MEANS฀THAT฀PLAYERS฀
SHOULD฀PAY฀ATTENTION฀TO฀THE฀MOVEMENTS฀OF฀ THE฀GAME฀WITHOUT฀PRElGURING฀THE฀
MEANING฀OF฀ THE฀MOVEMENTS�฀ REDUCING฀ THEM฀ TO฀AN฀ABSOLUTIST฀ CAUSAL฀ ACCOUNT�฀
4HIS฀DISPOSITION฀OF฀OPENNESS฀TO฀THE฀/THER�TO฀AN฀UNCONDITIONAL฀hWHAT฀IFv�IS฀
WHAT฀$ERRIDA฀EVENTUALLY฀DESCRIBED฀AS฀THE฀POSTURE฀OF฀HOSPITALITY฀�SEE฀#APUTO�฀
0RAYERS�฀$ERRIDA�฀3PECTERS	�฀
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)N฀ JOINING฀ THE฀ SOMETIMES฀ OVERLY฀ SERIOUS฀ CONVERSATION฀ CONCERNING฀ THE฀
QUESTION�฀ hHOW฀ OUGHT฀ WE฀ TO฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ RHETORICAL฀ AGENCY�v฀
WE฀WOULD฀PREFER฀THAT฀THE฀ANSWER฀WAS฀MORE฀HOSPITABLE฀TO฀THOSE฀OF฀US฀WHO฀lND฀
hPOST
v฀ THEORY฀ USEFUL�฀ TRUTHFUL�฀ OR฀ PRODUCTIVELY฀ TROUBLING�฀ 7E฀ FAVOR฀ AN฀ UN

CERTAIN฀POSTURE฀ TOWARDS฀ THE฀mOWS฀OF฀AGENCY฀AND฀AGENTS฀ IMPLIED฀BY฀AN฀OPEN฀
DISPOSITION฀TOWARD฀THE฀SÏANCE�฀A฀POSTURE฀THAT฀EMBRACES฀A฀RESTLESS฀AND฀ROVING฀
INSECURITY฀AS฀AN฀ANTIDOTE฀OR฀EVEN฀PERHAPS฀A฀SUBVERSIVE฀SUPPLEMENT฀TO฀ANY฀CIVIL฀
PEDAGOGY�฀!LTHOUGH฀#HERYL฀'EISLER฀RIGHTFULLY฀NOTES฀THAT฀THE฀DISCUSSION฀QUES

TION฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀OFTEN฀MELDS฀THE฀ONTOLOGICAL฀�WHAT�	฀WITH฀THE฀ETHICAL฀
�HOW�	�฀ SHE฀AND฀OTHERS฀NEVERTHELESS฀ SEEK฀ TO฀ INFER฀ THE฀ FORMER฀BY฀PRESENTING฀
THE฀LATTER฀EVANGELICALLY�฀STRESSING฀THE฀FUNDAMENTAL฀NECESSITY฀OF฀MORAL฀ACTIVISM฀
FOR฀CIVIC฀SALVATION฀AND฀CHARGING฀THOSE฀WITH฀POSTSTRUCTURAL฀AND�OR฀POSTHUMANIST฀
SYMPATHIES฀AS฀ADVOCATING฀A฀NIHILISTIC฀BRAND฀OF฀#ALVINIST฀PASSIVITY�฀OFTEN฀ERRONE

OUSLY฀DUBBED฀hPOSTMODERNISM�v฀)N฀WHAT฀FOLLOWS�฀WE฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THE฀HUMANIST�
EVANGELICAL฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀AGENCY฀IN฀'EISLER�S฀REPORT�฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀LAST฀SUMMER�S฀
ISSUE฀OF฀2HETORIC฀3OCIETY฀1UARTERLY�฀SUFFERS฀FROM฀THREE�฀INTERRELATED฀SHORTCOM

INGS�฀��	฀THE฀REPORT฀REPEATEDLY฀CONFUSES฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OR฀AGENT฀AND฀AGENCY��฀��	฀
THIS฀ CONFUSION฀ LENDS฀ CREDENCE฀ TO฀ A฀ CONmATION฀ OF฀ POSTHUMANISM฀ AND฀ hPOST

MODERNISMv�฀AND฀��	฀SUCH฀A฀CONmATION฀CONTRIBUTES฀TO฀A฀MISLEADING฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀
AGENTIAL฀FANTASY฀AS฀A฀MERE฀hILLUSION�v฀)NSOFAR฀AS฀FEW฀WOULD฀DENY฀AGENCY฀EXISTS�฀
WE฀SUGGEST฀THE฀DEBATE฀OVER฀STATUS฀OF฀THE฀HUMANIST฀SUBJECT฀IS฀ACTUALLY฀ONE
SIDED฀
AND฀PHANTASMIC�฀SERVING฀TO฀DISGUISE฀THE฀GHOST฀OF฀ONTOTHEOLOGY�฀

4O฀BEGIN฀WE฀PROVIDE฀A฀SET฀OF฀BRIEF฀BACKGROUND฀SKETCHES฀OF฀THREE฀REPRESEN

TATIVE฀hPOSTMODERNISTS�v฀7E฀POSE฀SKETCHES฀OF฀THESE฀THREE฀EXEMPLARS฀TO฀SITUATE฀
OUR฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀'EISLER�S฀REPORT�฀FOR฀IF฀THERE฀IS฀ONE฀COMMONALITY฀IN฀THE฀HAUNTING฀
SPECTER฀OF฀hPOSTMODERNv฀THOUGHT�฀IT฀CAN฀BE฀FOUND฀IN฀THE฀TREATMENT฀OF฀THE฀HU

MAN฀SUBJECT�฀4HE฀USUAL฀SUSPECTS฀WHOSE฀THINKING฀WE฀REFER฀TO฀IN฀THIS฀ESSAY฀SHARE฀
A฀CONCERN฀WITH฀ACCOUNTS฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀SUBJECT฀AS฀hGIVENv฀AND฀GODLY฀INSTEAD฀OF฀
AS฀PRODUCED�฀4O฀COUNTER฀THIS฀TENDENCY�฀BUILDING฀ON฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀HUMANISM฀
BEGUN฀ BY฀ (EIDEGGER�฀ THINKERS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ *ACQUES฀ $ERRIDA�฀ *ACQUES฀ ,ACAN�฀ AND฀
-ICHEL฀&OUCAULT฀HAVE฀PRODUCED฀ACCOUNTS฀OF฀THE฀HUMAN฀SUBJECT฀THAT฀SPECIFY฀ITS฀
RADICAL฀CONTINGENCY�฀ITS฀FRAGMENTARY฀QUALITIES�฀AND�OR฀ITS฀DEPENDENCE฀ON฀GEN

ERATIVE฀SYSTEMS฀BEYOND฀THE฀SEAT฀OF฀AN฀INSULAR฀INDIVIDUAL฀CONSCIOUSNESS��฀

/NE฀OF฀THE฀POINTS฀UNDERLYING฀$ERRIDA�S฀EMPLOYMENT฀OF฀DIFFÏRANCE�฀WHICH฀
STRATEGICALLY฀APPLIES฀3AUSSURE�S฀STRUCTURAL฀LINGUISTICS�฀IS฀THAT฀

LANGUAGE฀;WHICH฀ONLY฀CONSISTS฀OF฀DIFFERENCES=฀IS฀NOT฀A฀FUNCTION฀OF฀
THE฀SPEAKING฀SUBJECT�฀4HIS฀IMPLIES฀THAT฀THE฀SUBJECT฀�IN฀ITS฀IDENTITY฀
WITH฀ITSELF�฀OR฀EVENTUALLY฀IN฀ITS฀CONSCIOUSNESS฀OF฀ ITS฀ IDENTITY฀WITH฀
ITSELF�฀ITS฀SELF฀CONSCIOUSNESS	฀IS฀INSCRIBED฀IN฀LANGUAGE�฀IS฀A฀FUNCTION฀
OF฀ LANGUAGE�฀ BECOMES฀ A฀ SPEAKING฀ SUBJECT�EVEN฀ IN฀ SO
CALLED฀
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@CREATION��฀OR฀IN฀SO
CALLED฀@TRANSGRESSION�TO฀THE฀SYSTEM฀OF฀THE฀RULES฀
OF฀LANGUAGE฀AS฀A฀SYSTEM฀OF฀DIFFERENCES�฀�$ERRIDA�฀-ARGINS฀��	฀

'IVEN฀THIS฀ACCOUNT�฀THE฀SUBJECT฀IS฀NEVER฀FULLY฀PRESENT฀TO฀ITSELF฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀ONLY฀
A฀PRODUCT฀OF฀THE฀FUNCTIONING฀OF฀DIFFERENTIAL฀SIGNIlCATION�฀4HIS฀SUBJECT฀DOES฀NOT฀
POSSESS฀ AN฀ ONTOLOGICALLY฀ STABLE฀ FORM฀ OR฀ IDENTITY฀ OTHER฀ THAN฀ THE฀ ONE฀ CONTIN

GENTLY฀PRODUCED฀IN฀THE฀PLAY฀OF฀DIFFÏRANCE฀�SEE฀"IESECKER�฀h2ETHINKINGv	�฀3IMI

LARLY�฀,ACAN฀SITUATES฀THE฀GENESIS฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀WITHIN฀STRUCTURES฀OF฀LANGUAGE�฀
BUT฀ROOTS฀IT฀SPECIlCALLY฀IN฀THE฀SUBJECT�S฀ALIENATING฀ENCOUNTER฀WITH฀SIGNIlCATION�฀
,ACAN�S฀VARIED฀AND฀OFTEN฀CONTRADICTORY฀CORPUS฀PRESENTS฀A฀PICTURE฀OF฀THE฀SUB

JECT฀AS฀A฀KIND฀OF฀EXCESS฀THAT฀IS฀GENERATED฀BY฀THE฀TRAUMA฀OF฀INSERTION฀INTO฀THE฀
3YMBOLIC฀ORDER�฀&OR฀,ACAN�฀THE฀CONDITION฀FOR฀THE฀ARTICULATION฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀IS฀
ITS฀EMPTINESS�฀SUBJECTS฀COME฀TO฀LIFE฀WITHIN฀A฀LANGUAGE฀THAT฀THEY฀DO฀NOT฀CHOOSE฀
AND฀THAT฀CANNOT฀FULLY฀REPRESENT฀OR฀EXPRESS฀THEIR฀AFFECTIVE฀DESIRES�฀4HE฀SUBJECT�฀
OR฀RATHER฀THE฀IDEA฀OF฀AN฀IDENTITY฀THAT฀IS฀PRESUMED฀SYNONYMOUS฀WITH฀THE฀HUMAN฀
SUBJECT�฀IS฀PRODUCED฀AS฀A฀SUTURE฀THAT฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀MEDIATE฀THE฀ALIENATING฀PROCESS฀
OF฀SIGNIlCATION�฀)N฀WAYS฀THAT฀RESEMBLE฀$ERRIDA�S฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀SPEAKING฀
SUBJECT�฀FOR฀,ACAN฀THE฀SUBJECT฀IS฀AN฀EFFECT฀OF฀DISCOURSE฀AND฀THE฀SURPLUS฀GENER

ATED฀BY฀CONTINUOUSLY฀NEGOTIATING฀A฀RELATIONSHIP฀TO฀THE฀3YMBOLIC฀ORDER฀�,ACAN�฀
²CRITS฀�
�	�฀&INALLY�฀&OUCAULT�S฀WORK฀INTERROGATES฀THE฀GIVENNESS฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀
BY฀QUESTIONING฀ THE฀PRESUPPOSITION฀MADE฀ IN฀VARIOUS฀DISCURSIVE฀DOMAINS฀ �THE฀
PRISON�฀THE฀MENTAL฀INSTITUTION�฀TECHNOLOGIES฀OF฀SEXUALITY�฀AND฀SO฀ON	�฀THAT฀ONE฀
COULD฀RENDER฀AN฀ESSENTIAL฀DESCRIPTION฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OR฀hTELL฀THE฀TRUTHv฀ABOUT฀IT�฀
(IS฀GENERAL฀METHOD฀IS฀ONE฀OF฀hPROBLEMATIZATION�v฀A฀PROCESS฀THAT฀USUALLY฀ENTAILS฀
CONTRADICTING฀THE฀CLAIM฀THAT฀A฀MODE฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY฀IS฀A฀NATURAL฀ONE฀BY฀REVEAL

ING฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀A฀SET฀OF฀HISTORICALLY฀SPECIlC฀HABITS�฀PRACTICES�฀OR฀PERFORMANCES�฀4O฀
DENY฀THE฀TRUTH฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT�฀HOWEVER�฀IS฀NOT฀TO฀DENY฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀SUBJECTS�฀
2ATHER�฀IN฀PROBLEMATIZING฀SUBJECTIVITY฀&OUCAULT฀HOPES฀TO฀DEMONSTRATE฀THAT฀OUR฀
DOCTRINE฀OF฀AGENCY฀IS฀MORE฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀THE฀APPLICATION฀OF฀TECHNE฀THAN฀OF฀THE฀
RESULT฀OF฀METAPHYSICAL฀PRE
DETERMINATION��

฀4HESE฀SKETCHES฀OF฀THREE฀CRITIQUES฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀ARE฀OVERLY฀SIMPLE�฀AND฀UN

DOUBTEDLY฀SUPPRESS฀SIGNIlCANT฀DIFFERENCES฀AND฀DISAGREEMENTS฀BOTH฀WITHIN฀AND฀
AMONG฀THE฀WORKS฀OF฀$ERRIDA�฀,ACAN�฀AND฀&OUCAULT�฀9ET�฀A฀THOUGHTFUL฀READING฀OF฀
THEIR฀WORK฀SUPPORTS฀SOME฀PROVISIONAL฀CLAIMS฀ABOUT฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀VIS

Ë
VIS฀THE฀PROJECT฀OF฀THE฀POSTS฀�POSTHUMANISM�฀POST
-ARXISM�฀POSTMODERNISM�฀
POSTSTRUCTUALISM�฀AND฀SO฀ON	�฀&IRST�฀NONE฀OF฀ THESE฀CRITICS฀OF฀A฀COMMONSENSE฀
DOCTRINE฀OF฀AGENCY฀DENY฀THAT฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OR฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀EXERT฀
SIGNIlCANT฀EFFECTS�฀NOR฀DO฀THEY฀DENY฀THE฀SUBJECT฀A฀KIND฀OF฀SOCIAL฀EFFECTIVITY฀OR฀
AGENCY�฀4O฀THE฀CONTRARY�฀TO฀POINT฀OUT฀THAT฀THE฀SUBJECT฀IS฀CONSTRUCTED฀AND฀NOT฀
NATURALLY฀GIVEN฀HELPS฀TO฀DELINEATE฀ONE฀OF฀OUR฀SCHOLARLY฀TASKS฀AS฀THAT฀OF฀TRACKING฀
THE฀RHETORICAL฀EFFECTS฀OF฀DOCTRINES฀OF฀AGENCY�฀)NSTEAD฀OF฀ASKING฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀
THE฀SUBJECT฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀TRUTH฀OR฀THE฀VERACITY฀OF฀OUR฀REPRESENTATIONS�฀THEY฀DE

MAND฀THAT฀WE฀GIVE฀AN฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀HOW฀OUR฀INTERPRETATIONS฀OF฀ACTIONS฀�OF฀AGENCY	฀
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ARE฀ OFTEN฀ READ฀ THROUGH�฀ OR฀ EVEN฀PRESCRIPTED฀BY�฀ A฀ DOCTRINE฀ THAT฀ CENTERS฀ THE฀
AGENT฀OR฀THE฀SUBJECT฀AS฀THE฀SELF
POSSESSED฀SEAT฀OF฀AGENCY�฀4HE฀WORK฀OF฀ THESE฀
THREE฀hPOST
v฀THINKERS฀AND฀THEIR฀HEIRS฀REQUIRES฀THAT฀WE฀MAKE฀A฀DECISIVE฀ANALYTI

CAL฀CUT฀BETWEEN฀AGENCY�฀UNDERSTOOD฀AS฀THE฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀EFFECT฀OR฀ACTION�฀AND฀
THE฀AGENT฀AS฀THE฀PRESUMED฀ORIGIN฀OF฀EFFECT฀OR฀ACTION�฀WHICH฀CAN฀BE฀A฀SUBJECT�฀
LANGUAGE�฀IDEOLOGY�฀PERHAPS฀EVEN฀A฀SPIRIT�฀"ECAUSE฀ADDRESSING฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀
RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀SOLELY฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀hAGENTv฀AND฀hAGENCYv฀IMPLIES฀THAT฀MATE

RIAL฀CHANGE฀IS฀BOTH฀NATURALLY฀AND฀RIGHTFULLY฀REDUCIBLE฀TO฀THE฀ACTION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT�฀
WE฀PREFER฀REFRAMING฀THE฀QUESTION฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY฀AND฀EFFECT�฀)N฀OTHER฀
WORDS�฀WE฀WORRY฀THAT฀DElNING฀THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀SUBJECT฀AND฀EFFECT฀AS฀THE฀QUESTION฀
OF฀AGENT฀AND฀AGENCY฀PRElGURES฀THE฀ANSWER฀BY฀PRESUMING�฀BY฀DElNITION�฀THAT฀THE฀
AGENT฀IS฀DIRECTLY฀LINKED฀TO฀AGENCY฀�THE฀POTENTIAL฀FOR฀ACTION	�

$ERRIDA�฀ ,ACAN�฀ AND฀ &OUCAULT�S฀ STRATEGIES฀ FOR฀ DENATURALIZING฀ THE฀ SUBJECT฀
CONFOUND฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀THE฀SIMPLE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀AGENCY
EFFECTS฀ALLOWS฀US฀TO฀POSIT฀
THE฀NECESSARY฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀AN฀AGENT฀WHO฀INITIATES฀THESE฀EFFECTS�฀4HEIR฀CRITIQUES฀
OF฀HUMANIST฀NOTIONS฀OF฀AGENCY฀COMBAT฀WHAT฀(EIDEGGER฀IDENTIlED฀AS฀ONTOTHE

OLOGY�฀A฀KIND฀OF฀THINKING฀THAT฀ULTIMATELY฀ROOTS฀BEING฀AND฀TRUTH฀IN฀DIVINITY�฀)N฀
OTHER฀WORDS�฀THE฀HABIT฀OF฀REDUCING฀AGENCY฀TO฀THE฀SELF
TRANSPARENT฀HUMAN฀AGENT฀
IS฀HOMOLOGOUS฀ON฀SOME฀LEVEL฀TO฀THE฀COSMOLOGICAL฀ARGUMENT฀FOR฀'OD�S฀EXISTENCE�฀
"EGINNING฀WITH฀!RISTOTLE�S฀ARGUMENT฀ FOR฀PRESUMING฀AN฀UNMOVED฀lRST฀MOVER�฀
THROUGH฀!QUINAS�S฀REAPPROPRIATION฀OF฀HIS฀'REEK฀MASTER�S฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀THE฀lRST฀
CAUSE�฀TO฀MODERN฀DAY฀DISCOURSES฀OF฀CREATIONIST฀EVANGELICALS�฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀'OD฀
CAN฀BE฀INFERRED฀FROM฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀MOVEMENT฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀FAITHFUL฀COMPANION฀
OF฀THOSE฀THEISTS฀SEEKING฀TO฀RECONCILE฀lDES฀AND฀RATIO�฀4HE฀IDEA฀THAT฀ONE฀COULD฀
INFER฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀SOMETHING฀CALLED฀THE฀hRHETORICAL฀AGENTv฀FROM฀THE฀MULTI

PLICITY฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀EFFECTS฀HAS฀OBVIOUS฀AFlNITIES฀WITH฀THE฀ARGUMENT฀FROM฀lRST฀
CAUSES�฀2ENDERED฀IN฀THE฀TERMS฀OF฀THE฀TALKING฀BOARD฀SÏANCE�฀THE฀ONTOTHEOLOGICAL฀
HABIT฀ IS฀AKIN฀TO฀PRESUMING฀THAT฀ THE฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀ THE฀PLANCHETTE฀PROVES฀ THE฀
AGENCY฀OF฀DETERMINATE฀SUBJECTS�฀DEAD฀OR฀ALIVE�฀4HE฀INTERVENTIONS฀OF฀THINKERS฀
LIKE฀,ACAN�฀&OUCAULT�฀ AND฀$ERRIDA฀ CAUTION฀US฀ FROM฀MAKING฀ FACILE฀ INFERENCES฀
FROM฀ EFFECT฀ TO฀ CAUSE฀ IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀ OF฀ A฀ CHARACTERISTICALLY฀ THEISTIC฀ DOCTRINE฀ OF฀
RHETORICAL฀AGENCY��

฀

(AVING฀REFRAMED฀THE฀hQUESTION฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCYv฀AS฀A฀NEGOTIATION฀OF฀
SUBJECT฀ AND฀ EFFECT�฀ WE฀ ARE฀ BETTER฀ PREPARED฀ TO฀ CONSIDER฀ THE฀ EXTENT฀ TO฀ WHICH฀
'EISLER�S฀ FRAMING฀OF฀ THE฀%VANSTON฀DISCUSSIONS฀ IS฀ GROUNDED฀ IN฀A฀NATURAL฀ CON

NECTION฀BETWEEN฀AGENCY฀AS฀EFFECT฀AND฀THE฀INFERENCE฀OF฀A฀NATURALLY฀GIVEN฀AGENT�฀
!FTER฀A฀THOUGHTFUL฀READING฀OF฀'EISLER�S฀REPORT�฀WE฀lND฀THAT฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀hPOS

SESSIONv฀SURFACES฀ THROUGHOUT฀AS฀A฀ TROPE฀ THAT฀YOKES฀AGENCY฀AND฀AGENT฀ IN฀ THE฀
SERVICE฀OF฀AN฀ONTOTHEOLOGICAL฀HUMANISM�฀
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)N฀HER฀REPORT฀ON฀THE฀ FOUR฀DAYS฀OF฀DISCUSSION฀AT฀ THE฀!23฀REVIVAL�฀'EISLER฀
ADMITS฀THAT฀hANY฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀SYNTHESIZEv฀OR฀hDO฀JUSTICE฀TO฀THE฀ENGAGING฀CONVER

SATIONS฀THAT฀OCCUPIED฀USv฀ON฀THE฀TOPIC฀OF฀AGENCY฀IS฀hDOOMED฀TO฀FAILURE�v฀BUT฀
THAT฀ A฀ hTHOUGHTFUL฀ READING฀OF฀ THE฀POSTED฀POSITION฀PAPERSv฀ AND฀ RELATED฀DOCU

MENTS฀HELPS฀TO฀FRAME฀THE฀DISCUSSION�฀'EISLER฀CONTINUES฀THAT฀THE฀SIGNIlCANCE฀OF฀
THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀IS฀REDUCIBLE฀TO฀AN฀ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀hTHE฀POST
MODERN฀
CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀AUTONOMOUS฀AGENT�v฀WHICH฀SHE฀LOCATES฀IN฀A฀����฀ARTICLE฀BY฀$ILIP฀
'AONKAR฀ON฀THE฀hRHETORIC฀OF฀SCIENCEv฀����฀SEE฀'AONKAR	��฀5LTIMATELY�฀'EISLER฀
FRAMES฀THE฀DISCUSSION฀ON฀AGENCY฀AT฀THE฀!23฀CONFERENCE฀AS฀A฀REACTIVE฀AND฀PRO

DUCTIVE฀RESPONSE฀TO฀hTHE฀POST
MODERN฀ASSAULTv฀���	�฀'EISLER฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀
PRODUCTIVE฀RESPONSES฀TO฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀hIDEOLOGY฀OF฀AGENCY�v฀UNDERSTOOD฀
HERE฀AS฀ THE฀HUMANIST฀ SUBJECT฀ASSUMED฀ IN฀'AONKAR�S฀CRITIQUE�฀ARE฀ LOCATED฀ IN฀
THREE฀TYPES฀OF฀SCHOLARSHIP�฀SCHOLARSHIP฀THAT฀DETAILS฀AND฀DOCUMENTS฀THE฀WAYS฀
IN฀WHICH฀hSUBALTERN฀GROUPSv฀CAUSE฀SOCIAL฀CHANGE฀���
���฀��	�฀SCHOLARSHIP฀THAT฀
EXPLORES฀THE฀CONDITIONS฀AND฀CONSTITUTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀IN฀MASS฀MEDIATED฀CONTEXTS฀
�E�G��฀AS฀CONSTITUTED฀IN฀VISUAL฀AND฀DIGITAL฀TEXTS�฀��
��	�฀AND฀SCHOLARSHIP฀THAT฀EX

PLORES฀THE฀TEACHING฀OF฀SKILLS฀AND฀CLASSICAL฀NORMS฀OF฀CITIZENSHIP฀���
��	�฀)N฀OTHER฀
WORDS�฀ A฀ hCONSIDERATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ POSTMODERN฀ CRITIQUE฀ HAS฀ STIMULATED฀ NOT฀ JUST฀
@REAR฀GUARD�฀ACTION฀BUT฀A฀CONSTRUCTIVE฀AND฀PRODUCTIVE฀INQUIRY฀INTO฀THE฀NATURE฀
OF฀AGENCY฀AND฀THE฀CONDITIONS฀ATTACHED฀TO฀ITv฀�,EFF฀AND฀,UNSFORD฀��	�฀7E฀DO฀NOT฀
DISAGREE฀IN฀TOTAL�฀ALTHOUGH฀WE฀BELIEVE฀THAT฀THEORIZING฀THE฀RELATION฀OF฀RHETORIC฀TO฀
SUBJECTIVITY฀THROUGH฀THE฀CONCEPTUAL฀PAIR฀OF฀AGENT�AGENCY฀CREATES฀INTERPRETIVE฀
BIASES฀THAT฀MERIT฀CLOSER฀SCRUTINY�฀

!S฀,YNNE฀#LARK฀NOTES฀IN฀HER฀POSITION฀STATEMENT�฀THE฀/%$฀DElNES฀hAGENCYv฀
AS฀hTHE฀FACULTY฀OF฀AN฀AGENT฀OR฀OF฀ACTING�v฀$ESPITE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀ALTERNATE฀ACCOUNTS฀
OF฀ AGENCY฀ AT฀ THE฀ !23฀ CONFERENCE�฀ MOST฀ OF฀ THE฀ POSITION฀ PAPERS฀ THAT฀ 'EISLER฀
CHOOSES฀TO฀HIGHLIGHT฀ADOPT฀THIS฀hPOSSESSIONv฀METAPHOR฀OF฀AGENCY�฀EXPLICITLY฀IN฀
SOME฀CASES�฀AND฀IMPLICITLY฀IN฀OTHERS�฀4HROUGHOUT฀HER฀REMARKS฀'EISLER฀PRESENTS฀
AGENCY฀AS฀A฀KIND฀SUBSTANCE�฀A฀QUANTIlABLE฀ECTOPLASM฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀TAKEN฀FROM฀
THE฀AGENT฀BY฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀SOCIAL฀CONSTRAINTS�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀CAN฀
BE฀GIVEN฀TO฀THE฀AGENT฀BY฀THE฀APPLICATION฀OF฀APPROPRIATE฀METHODS�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀
IN฀HER฀REPORT฀'EISLER฀RELIES฀ON฀THE฀NOTION฀OF฀POSSESSION฀TO฀AGGRESSIVELY฀ADVANCE฀
THE฀CONNECTION฀BETWEEN฀PEDAGOGY฀AND฀SUBSTANTIVE฀AGENCY�฀hONLY฀IF฀WE฀CAN฀AS

SENT฀TO฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀RHETOR฀IN฀PRODUCING฀EFlCACIOUS฀ACTION฀CAN฀WE฀AS฀A฀DISCI

PLINE฀HAVE฀A฀MISSION฀TO฀EDUCATE฀SUCH฀RHETORS฀TO฀HAVE฀AGENCYv฀���฀ITALICS฀OURS	�฀
&URTHER�฀AGENCY฀IS฀NOT฀ONLY฀A฀POSSESSION฀IN฀THAT฀IT฀IS฀SOMETHING฀THE฀AGENT฀CAN฀
HAVE�฀IT฀IS฀ALSO฀A฀POSSESSION฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀GRANTED�฀SINCE฀hDEVELOPING฀A฀SOCIETY฀THAT฀
GRANTS฀AGENCY฀MORE฀BROADLY฀MAY฀BE฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MAJOR฀CHALLENGES฀FOR฀THE฀FUTURE฀
OF฀RHETORICAL฀STUDIESv฀�'EISLER฀���฀ITALICS฀OURS	�฀4HIS฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀AGENCY฀
AS฀A฀POSSESSION฀IS฀CENTRAL฀TO฀REPRODUCING฀THE฀HUMANIST฀MODEL฀OF฀THE฀INTENTIONAL฀
AGENT฀WHO฀OWNS฀THE฀CAPACITY฀TO฀MAKE฀AGENTIAL฀CHOICES��฀4HE฀POSSESSIVE฀UNDER

STANDING฀OF฀AGENCY฀ALSO฀APPEARS฀IMPLICITLY฀IN฀'EISLER�S฀RECOGNITION฀THAT฀AGENCY฀
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CAN฀BE฀UNDERSTOOD฀AS฀A฀hRESOURCE฀CONSTRUCTED฀ IN฀PARTICULAR฀CONTEXTS฀AND฀ IN฀
PARTICULAR฀WAYSv฀�'EISLER฀��฀ITALICS฀OURS	�฀!LTHOUGH฀THIS฀PARTICULAR฀EMPLOYMENT฀
OF฀THE฀METAPHOR฀RECOGNIZES฀THAT฀AGENCY฀IS฀SOCIALLY฀CONSTRUCTED�฀IT฀ONLY฀DOES฀SO฀
AT฀THE฀COST฀OF฀EMPLOYING฀A฀TROPE฀THAT฀IMPLIES฀THAT฀THE฀AGENT฀WHO฀RECEIVES฀ACCESS฀
TO฀THIS฀RESOURCE฀IS฀NOT฀SOCIALLY฀CONSTRUCTED฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀WAY฀THAT฀THE฀RESOURCE฀
MAY฀IN฀FACT฀BE�฀THE฀SOCIAL฀MEDIATION฀OF฀AGENCY฀BEGS฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀THE฀SOCIAL฀
CONSTRUCTION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT�฀'IVEN฀THE฀TROPOLOGICAL฀STRUCTURE฀OF฀THE฀POSSESSION฀
METAPHOR฀EMPLOYED฀HERE�฀THERE฀MUST฀BE฀A฀PRE
GIVEN฀AGENT฀WHO฀RECEIVES฀ACCESS฀
TO฀AND฀EMPLOYS฀THE฀RESOURCE฀�HERE฀WE฀lND฀ECHOES฀OF฀THE฀IDEA฀OF฀AGENCY฀AS฀THE฀
"ESTAND�฀OR฀THE฀STANDING
RESERVE฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀ALLUDED฀TO฀EARLIER	�฀�

'EISLER�S฀TEXT฀COMES฀CLOSEST฀TO฀SPECIlCALLY฀ADDRESSING฀THE฀SOCIAL฀CONSTRUC

TION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀IN฀HER฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀!TWILL�S฀AND฀,ANGSDORF�S฀PAPERS�฀WHICH฀
SITUATE฀THE฀AGENT฀IN฀COMMUNICATIVE฀INTERACTION�฀)N฀RESPONSE฀TO฀THE฀SITUATION฀OF฀
THE฀AGENT฀IN฀STRUCTURES฀OF฀LANGUAGE฀OR�฀MORE฀APPROPRIATELY฀FOR฀US�฀THE฀MARKING฀
OF฀THE฀AGENT฀AS฀A฀RHETORICAL฀EFFECT�฀'EISLER฀HOPES฀FOR฀A฀MODERATE฀APPROACH฀TO฀THE฀
IMPLICATION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT�S฀CONTINGENCY�฀)N฀A฀lNAL฀EMPLOYMENT฀OF฀THE฀POSSESSION฀
METAPHOR�฀!TWILL�S฀AND฀,ANGSDORF�S฀APPROACHES฀ARE฀PRAISED฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀ALLOW฀
THE฀ AGENT฀ TO฀ MAINTAIN฀ ITS฀ AGENCY�฀ 'EISLER฀ CLAIMS฀ THAT฀ THEIR฀ APPROACH฀ WOULD฀
ALLOW฀THE฀AGENT฀TO฀KEEP฀ITS฀AGENCY�฀THAT฀IT฀ALLOWS฀hAGENCY฀TO฀REMAIN฀WITH฀THE฀
AGENT฀AND฀YET฀ACKNOWLEDGE฀ITS฀EMBEDDING฀IN฀THE฀EXTERNALS฀OF฀COMMUNICATIVE฀
INTERACTIONv฀ �'EISLER฀��฀ ITALICS฀OURS	�฀$EMONSTRATING฀ REMARKABLE฀lGURAL฀ ACU

MEN�฀'EISLER�S฀AMPHIBOLOUS฀hITSv฀IS฀A฀DELICIOUS฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀THE฀CONmATION฀THAT฀
ENABLES฀THE฀SLIPPAGE฀BETWEEN฀AGENT฀AND฀AGENCY�฀$OES฀THE฀hITSv฀REFER฀TO฀AGENT฀
OR฀AGENCY�฀7HICH฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀IS฀EMBEDDED฀IN฀THE฀EXTERNALS฀OF฀COMMUNICATIVE฀
ACTION�฀0ERHAPS�฀IF฀WE฀ARE฀TO฀MAINTAIN฀THE฀DOCTRINE฀OF฀AGENCY฀AS฀A฀POSSESSION฀
OF฀THE฀AGENT�฀IT฀IS฀MORE฀PRODUCTIVE฀TO฀LET฀THE฀AMPHIBOLY฀LIE฀AS฀IT฀IS�฀3UCH฀A฀READ

ING฀PRACTICE�฀HOWEVER�฀WOULD฀MAKE฀THE฀DECISIVE฀ANALYTICAL฀CUT฀THAT฀WE฀CALL฀FOR฀
DIFlCULT�฀

/PPOSING฀THE฀EQUIVOCATION฀OF฀AGENT฀AS฀AN฀UNVERIlED฀CONCEPTUAL฀POSSIBILITY฀
AND฀ AGENCY฀ AS฀ THE฀ REAL฀ PRESENCE฀ OF฀ ACTION�฀ WE฀ PART฀ WAYS฀ WITH฀ 'EISLER�S฀
CHARACTERIZATION฀OF฀POSTMODERN฀THEORY�฀)N฀HER฀REPORT฀'EISLER฀STRONGLY฀ARGUES฀
AGAINST฀WHAT฀SHE฀SEES฀AS฀AN฀UNPRODUCTIVE฀RESPONSE฀TO฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀SELF

TRANSPARENT�฀ AUTONOMOUS฀ AGENT�฀ THE฀ hABANDONMENTv฀ OF฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ OR฀ IDEA฀
OF฀AGENCY�฀%XCLUSIVELY฀BASING฀HER฀OBSERVATIONS฀ON฀ONE�฀SHORT฀POSITION฀PAPER�฀
'EISLER฀NOTES฀ THAT฀ ALTHOUGH฀ hMOST฀ RHETORICIANS฀ AT฀ THE฀!23฀ TOOK฀ FOR฀ GRANTED฀
SOME฀LEVEL฀OF฀EFlCACY฀FOR฀RHETORICAL฀ACTION฀�฀�฀�฀�฀OTHERS฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀
AN฀ILLUSIONv฀���	���฀'UNN฀IS฀SINGLED฀OUT฀ FOR฀SUGGESTING฀THAT฀AGENCY฀IS฀A฀SHAM฀
AND฀ FOR฀ SUGGESTING฀ THAT฀ THE฀ FAILURE฀OF฀ RHETORICIANS฀ TO฀ JETTISON฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ IS฀
hCOWARDICE�v��฀h!LTHOUGH฀SOME฀AT฀!23฀ARGUED฀THAT฀COMING฀TO฀GRIPS฀WITH฀THE฀
ILLUSION฀OF฀AGENCY฀IS฀THE฀ONLY฀HONEST฀THING฀TO฀DO�v฀'EISLER฀REPORTS฀SHE฀OBSERVED฀
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TWO฀IMPORTANT฀REJOINDERS�฀ONE฀ONTOLOGICAL฀�hISv	�฀THE฀OTHER�฀ETHICAL฀�hOUGHTv	�฀
lRST�฀THOSE฀STUDYING฀THE฀SUBALTERN฀HAVE฀DEMONSTRATED฀THAT฀AGENCY฀EXISTS�฀AND฀
SECOND�฀ ABANDONING฀ AGENCY฀ ENTAILS฀ THE฀ hCOST฀ OF฀ THE฀ IRRELEVANCY฀OF฀ RHETORICv฀
���
��	�฀

!LTHOUGH฀'EISLER�S฀REPORT฀MAY฀REmECT฀A฀hTHOUGHTFUL฀READING�v฀IT฀CERTAINLY฀
IS฀FAR฀FROM฀A฀CHARITABLE฀ONE�฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀RESPECT฀TO฀THOSE฀RHETORICIANS฀WHO฀
HAVE฀EMBRACED฀SO
CALLED฀hPOST
MODERNv฀THEORY���฀4HE฀EQUIVOCATION฀OF฀AGENT฀
AND฀AGENCY฀ENABLES฀ A฀ STRATEGIC฀ CONmATION฀OF฀ THE฀ CRITIQUE฀OF฀HUMANISM฀WITH฀
POSTMODERNISM�฀THE฀LATTER฀SERVING฀ALTERNATELY฀AS฀A฀SCAPEGOAT฀�hPOSTMODERNISM฀
WILL฀DESTROY฀RHETORICAL฀STUDIES�v	฀AND฀EPITHET฀�hDAMN฀YOU฀POSTMODERNISTS�v	�฀
!LTHOUGH฀IT฀IS฀CERTAINLY฀THE฀CASE฀THAT฀WE฀CAN฀IDENTIFY฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀THINKERS฀AS

SOCIATED฀WITH฀THE฀CATEGORY฀OF฀THE฀POSTMODERN฀�E�G��฀$ELEUZE�฀$ERRIDA�฀&OUCAULT�฀
*AMESON�฀,YOTARD�฀AND฀SO฀ON	�฀AND฀ALTHOUGH฀WE฀SUSPECT฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀RHETORI

CIANS฀WOULD฀IDENTIFY฀THEIR฀WORK฀AS฀PARTICIPATING฀IN฀A฀POSTMODERN฀IDIOM�฀THERE฀
IS฀ LITTLE฀ CONSENSUS฀ IN฀ THE฀ ACADEMY฀ ABOUT฀ WHAT฀ POSTMODERNISM฀ MEANS฀ �SEE฀
"EST฀ AND฀ +ELLNER�฀0OSTMODERN฀ 4HEORY�฀ "EST฀ AND฀ +ELLNER�฀0OSTMODERN฀ 4URN�฀
AND฀*AMESON	�฀4HE฀ONLY฀COMMON฀THREAD฀THAT฀SEEMS฀TO฀HOLD฀THE฀IDIOM฀OF฀POST

MODERNITY฀ TOGETHER฀ IS฀ THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀ THE฀HUMANIST฀ SUBJECT฀ AS฀ THE฀CENTER฀OF฀
THE฀UNIVERSE฀AND�฀AS฀0ROTAGORAS฀HAS฀SAID�฀THE฀MEASURE฀OF฀ALL฀THINGS�฀hOF฀THINGS฀
THAT฀ARE฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE�฀AND฀OF฀THINGS฀THAT฀ARE฀NOT฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀NOTv฀�3EXTUS฀
��	�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀'EISLER฀IS฀OVERLY฀AMBITIOUS฀IN฀HER฀APPLICATION฀OF฀THE฀TERM฀
hPOSTMODERNv฀OR฀hPOST
MODERNv฀TO฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀HUMANISM�฀OR฀POSTHUMAN

ISM�฀!S฀WE฀NOTED฀EARLIER�฀THIS฀CRITIQUE฀IS฀OFTEN฀TRACED฀TO฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀(EIDEGGER฀
ON฀ONTOTHEOLOGY�฀AND฀LATER�฀TO฀THAT฀OF฀$ERRIDA�฀&OUCAULT�฀AND฀,ACAN�฀(EIDEGGER฀
CRITIQUES฀3ARTRE�S฀EXISTENTIALISM฀AS฀AN฀ARROGANT�฀ROMANTIC฀HUMANISM฀THAT฀LEADS฀
TO฀ A฀ RUTHLESS�฀ RIGHTEOUS฀ INSTRUMENTALITY�฀ $ERRIDA�S฀ THEORY฀ OF฀ DECONSTRUCTION฀
DEMONSTRATES฀ THE฀ VIOLENCE฀ OF฀ NOTIONS฀ OF฀ UNITY�฀ PRESENCE�฀ SELF
MASTERY�฀ AND฀
TRANSCENDENCE�฀&OUCAULT�S฀WORK฀COLLECTIVELY฀POINTS฀ TO฀ THE฀ SUBJECT฀AS฀A฀ FUNC

TION฀OR฀FOLD฀OF฀DISCOURSE�฀AND฀,ACAN�S฀THEORY฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀3YMBOLIC฀ITSELF฀
IS฀AN฀AGENT�฀.ONE฀OF฀THESE฀THINKERS�฀HOWEVER�฀WOULD฀ARGUE฀THAT฀RHETORS฀DO฀NOT฀
PRODUCE฀EFFECTS�฀)NSTEAD�฀THEY฀FOCUS฀ON฀THE฀IMPLICATIONS฀OF฀MAKING฀REFERENCE฀
TO฀AN฀hACTING฀SUBJECTv฀AS฀ THE฀EXCLUSIVE฀MEANS฀ FOR฀ THEORIZING฀ THE฀CAPACITY฀ TO฀
ACT�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀TO฀RETURN฀TO฀OUR฀SÏANCE฀ALLEGORY�฀,ACAN฀MIGHT฀INSIST฀THAT฀THE฀
3YMBOLIC฀IS฀MORE฀IN฀CONTROL฀OF฀THE฀PEOPLE฀IN฀A฀SÏANCE฀THAN฀THEY฀KNOW�฀THAT฀THE฀
PLANCHETTE฀AS฀THE฀OBJET฀A฀HAS฀MORE฀AGENCY฀THAN฀THE฀MEDIUM�฀OR฀THAT฀THE฀ENJOY

MENT฀IN฀PLAYING฀THE฀GAME฀PRODUCES฀THE฀FANTASY฀OF฀ACTING฀AGENTS�฀9ET�฀INSOFAR฀AS฀
,ACAN฀WROTE฀AND฀LECTURED฀ABOUT฀HIS฀IDEAS�฀IT฀IS฀SIMPLY฀SILLY฀TO฀INSIST฀THAT฀HE฀OR฀
HIS฀COMPATRIOT฀CRITICS฀OF฀HUMANIST฀AGENCY฀WERE฀mIPPANT฀ABOUT฀THE฀CAPACITY฀FOR฀
RHETORICAL฀ACTION���฀

$ESPITE฀THE฀ABSURDITY฀OF฀THE฀MOVE�฀'EISLER฀REPEATEDLY฀AND฀MISTAKENLY฀RE

DUCES฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀HUMANIST฀SUBJECT฀TO฀A฀KIND฀OF฀POMO฀mIPPANCY�฀TO฀THE฀
INABILITY฀OF฀AN฀INDIVIDUAL฀TO฀ENGENDER฀SOCIAL฀CHANGE�฀AND฀ULTIMATELY฀TO฀A฀DENIAL฀

,UNDBERG฀AND฀'UNN฀\฀/UIJA฀"OARD
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OF฀THE฀CAPACITY฀TO฀ACT฀ALTOGETHER���฀)N฀THE฀SAME฀ISSUE฀,EFF฀MAKES฀A฀SIMILAR฀INFER

ENCE�฀AMPLIFYING฀THE฀CRIES฀OF฀MORAL฀CENSURE฀IN฀'EISLER�S฀ACCOUNT�

)T฀ IS฀ POSSIBLE�฀ OF฀ COURSE�฀ TO฀ DECLARE฀ THAT฀ RHETORIC฀ SHOULD฀ BREAK฀
ENTIRELY฀ WITH฀ TRADITION�฀ TOSS฀ CONCERNS฀ ABOUT฀ AGENCY฀ INTO฀ THE฀
TRASH฀ HEAP฀ OF฀ OBSOLETE฀ IDEOLOGIES�฀ AND฀ GO฀ ABOUT฀ THE฀ BUSINESS฀ OF฀
INTERPRETATION฀ WITHOUT฀ ANY฀ QUALMS฀ OF฀ CONSCIENCE�฀ 4HIS฀ OPTION�฀
HOWEVER�฀ PROVES฀ TO฀ HAVE฀ LIMITED฀ APPEAL�฀ )N฀ THE฀ lRST฀ PLACE�฀ IT฀ IS฀
DANGEROUS�฀4EACHERS฀OF฀WRITING฀ AND฀ SPEAKING฀ CAN฀PURSUE฀AN฀UN

RESTRAINED฀DECONSTRUCTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀OF฀SPEAKERS฀AND฀WRITERS฀ONLY฀
AT฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀THEORIZING฀THEMSELVES฀OUT฀OF฀JOBS�฀3ECONDLY�฀QUALMS฀
OF฀CONSCIENCE�PERHAPS฀EVEN฀OF฀COLLECTIVE฀CONSCIOUSNESS�ASSERT฀
THEMSELVES�฀�,EFF฀AND฀,UNSFORD฀��	

4O฀RETURN฀TO฀OUR฀SÏANCE฀ALLEGORY�฀FOR฀'EISLER฀AND฀,EFF�฀THOSE฀WHO฀EMBRACE฀THE฀
hPOST
MODERNv฀CRITIQUE฀ARE฀SOMEHOW฀MINDLESSLY฀MOVED฀AROUND฀BY฀THE฀AGENCY฀
OF฀THE฀PLANCHETTE฀�THE฀3YMBOLIC�฀IDEOLOGY�฀DISCOURSE�฀(ISTORY�฀AND฀SO฀ON	�฀WHILE฀
THOSE฀WHO฀lND฀hCOMFORTv฀IN฀THE฀hTRADITIONAL฀MODEL฀OF฀;THE=฀HUMANIST฀AGENTv฀
CAN฀PLAINLY฀SEE฀THAT฀SOMEONE฀IS฀MOVING฀IT฀AROUND฀�'EISLER฀��	�฀9ET฀WE฀WOULD฀
RESPOND฀THAT฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀SOMEONE฀OR฀SOMETHING฀IS฀ACTING฀ON฀THE฀PLANCHETTE฀
IN฀A฀SÏANCE�฀IT฀DOES฀NOT฀FOLLOW฀THAT฀AGENCY฀MUST฀NECESSARILY฀BE฀ROOTED฀IN฀AN฀
AUTONOMOUS�฀ INTENDING฀ HUMAN฀ AGENT�HOWEVER฀ CONSCIOUS฀ OR฀ STRICKEN฀ WITH฀
CONSCIENCE฀SHE฀MAY฀BE�฀.OR฀DOES฀THE฀MERE฀FACT฀OF฀MOVEMENT฀ALLOW฀FOR฀A฀DIS

CERNMENT฀OF฀THE฀MOVEMENT�S฀CAUSE฀WITHOUT฀PRE
READING฀THE฀SITUATION฀THROUGH฀
THE฀LENS฀OF฀A฀HUMANIST฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀AN฀AGENT฀PRODUCING฀AGENCY�฀THE฀UNDENIABLE฀
EXISTENCE฀OF฀AGENCY�฀IN฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀DOES฀NOT฀PROVE฀THAT฀THE฀AUTONOMOUS฀SUB

JECT฀IS฀THEREFORE฀ITS฀SOURCE�฀

/UR฀CONCERN฀IS฀THAT฀RHETORICAL฀THEORISTS฀SHOULD฀BE฀MORE฀HONEST฀ABOUT฀THE฀
SECRET฀ INTERPRETIVE฀WORK฀DONE฀BY฀ THEIR฀ ONTOTHEOLOGICAL฀ FRAMEWORK฀ FOR฀ INTER

PRETING฀AGENCY฀AS฀AN฀EXTENSION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT�฀%VEN฀,EFF฀HAS฀ARGUED฀THAT฀THE฀CLAS

SICAL฀RHETORICAL฀AGENT฀COMPRISES฀A฀FUNDAMENTAL฀AMBIVALENCE฀BETWEEN฀RHETORIC฀
AND฀ AUDIENCE�฀ CONTRADICTING฀ CLAIMS฀ THAT฀ hHUMANISTIC฀ RHETORIC฀ VALORIZES฀ AND฀
CENTERS฀ITSELF฀ON฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL฀AGENTv฀�h4RADITIONv฀����฀ALSO฀SEE฀'UNN�฀-ODERN฀
���
���	�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀RHETORICIANS฀HAVE฀LONG฀ACCEPTED฀SOME฀FORM฀OF฀THE฀
ARGUMENT฀THAT฀SUBJECTIVITY฀IS฀NOT฀AUTONOMOUS฀AND฀HAVE฀REJECTED฀THE฀SELF
SUF

lCIENCY฀OF฀ THE฀SUBJECT�฀ )NDEED�฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ IS฀A฀DISCUSSION฀ABOUT฀hAGENCYv฀AT฀
ALL฀MEANS�฀AT฀LEAST฀TACITLY�฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀REJECTED฀hAN฀ONTOLOGY฀OF฀AGENCY฀THAT฀
FREEZES฀THE฀CONCEPT฀IN฀STATIC฀THEORETICAL฀SPACEv฀�,EFF฀AND฀,UNSFORD฀��	�฀7HAT฀
REMAINS฀TO฀BE฀SEEN฀IS฀A฀RIGOROUS฀REJECTION฀OF฀THE฀ONTOTHEOLOGICAL�฀DESPITE฀THE฀
WELL
KNOWN฀�AND฀TACITLY฀ACCEPTED	฀PROBLEMATIZATION฀OF฀THE฀ONTOLOGY฀OF฀AGENCY�฀
7HAT฀IS฀REALLY฀AT฀ISSUE฀IS฀NOT฀SO฀MUCH฀THE฀hISv฀OF฀AGENCY฀BUT฀THE฀hHOW�v฀AS฀WELL฀
AS฀THE฀WAY฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀TWO฀ARE฀LINKED�฀

฀
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7E฀ARE฀SUGGESTING฀THAT฀THE฀THREAT฀OF฀POSTHUMANISM฀�OR฀AS฀IT฀IS฀KNOWN฀IN฀
RHETORICAL฀STUDIES�฀hPOST
MODERNISMv	฀IS฀A฀PHANTOM฀PAPER฀TIGER�฀A฀SPECTER฀THAT฀
HAUNTS฀AND฀CAUSES฀GREAT฀TREMBLING�฀BUT฀ONLY฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀MISTAKENLY฀SAID฀TO฀
BRING฀ THE฀PLAGUE฀OF฀ AGENTIAL฀ PARALYSIS�฀'EISLER�S฀ CLAIM฀ THAT฀ hTHE฀ FACTS฀ON฀ THE฀
GROUND฀DO฀NOT฀APPEAR฀TO฀SUPPORT฀THE฀PROPOSITION฀THAT฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀IS฀IL

LUSIONARYv฀PRESUMES฀SUCH฀A฀PROPOSITION฀WAS฀MADE�฀TO฀OUR฀KNOWLEDGE�฀THE฀ONLY฀
THINKER฀WHO฀HAS฀COME฀CLOSE฀TO฀THIS฀SUGGESTION฀IS฀*EAN฀"AUDRILLARD�฀AND฀WE�RE฀
FAIRLY฀CONlDENT฀HIS฀CLAIMS฀ARE฀STRATEGICALLY฀MISCHIEVOUS฀AND฀PROVOCATIVE�฀*UST฀
BECAUSE฀WE฀MIGHT฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THE฀POSTHUMANIST฀SUBJECT฀IS฀PERFORMED�฀SPLIT�฀IN

TERPELLATED�฀OR฀A฀FUNCTION฀OF฀DISCOURSE�฀TROPOLOGY�฀RHETORIC�฀AND฀SO฀ON฀DOES฀NOT฀
MEAN฀RHETORS฀DO฀NOT฀EXERT฀AGENTIAL฀EFFECTS฀IN฀PURSUIT฀OF฀THEIR฀INTERESTS�฀INDEED�฀
WE฀CERTAINLY฀HAVE฀A฀WELL
DOCUMENTED฀HISTORY฀OF฀OUR฀ACTING฀AGAINST฀THEM�฀

)NSOFAR฀ AS฀ THE฀ lRST฀ hARGUMENT฀ FROM฀ FACTv฀ OFFERED฀ IN฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀ THE฀
PSEUDO
PROBLEM฀OF฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀AGENCY฀IS฀MUCH฀ADO฀ABOUT฀SOMETHING�฀THAT฀
SOMETHING฀MUST฀BE฀THE฀SECOND฀hARGUMENT฀OF฀VALUEv฀�'EISLER฀��
��	�฀)N฀THIS฀RE

SPECT�฀THE฀ARGUMENT฀OF฀STRAW฀REGARDING฀THE฀hILLUSION฀OF฀AGENCYv฀PARTICIPATES฀IN฀
A฀CONSEQUENTIALIST฀LOGIC฀DESIGNED฀TO฀LEAD฀US฀TO฀ETHICAL฀IMPERATIVES�฀)N฀THE฀!23฀
DISCUSSIONS฀IN฀PRINT฀AND฀DURING฀THE฀CONFERENCE�฀RHETORICAL฀HUMANISTS฀TENDED฀TO฀
HITCH฀ETHICAL฀QUESTIONS฀TO฀ISSUES฀OF฀PEDAGOGY�฀,EFF�S฀COMMENTARY฀ON฀'EISLER�S฀
REPORT฀STRONGLY฀EMPHASIZES฀THE฀ETHICAL฀IMPORT฀OF฀TEACHING฀RHETORIC�฀

2HETORICIANS฀ BELIEVE฀ THAT฀ THEIR฀ WORK฀ OUGHT฀ TO฀ MAKE฀ STUDENTS฀
MORE฀EFFECTIVE฀AGENTS฀IN฀THE฀PUBLIC฀WORLD�฀AND฀RHETORIC฀IS�฀'EISLER฀
RECALLS�฀hTHE฀ART฀OF฀DOING฀IN฀LANGUAGE�v฀4HE฀EXERCISE฀OF฀AGENCY฀IN฀
AND฀THROUGH฀LANGUAGE฀IS฀CLOSE฀TO฀THE฀CORE฀OF฀THIS฀ART�฀AND฀SHOULD฀IT฀
ABANDON฀THE฀GOAL฀OF฀BEING฀EFlCACIOUS฀IN฀THE฀WORLD�฀'EISLER฀WONDERS฀
WHETHER฀ITS฀TEACHERS฀WOULD฀STILL฀BE฀RHETORICIANS�฀)N฀THE฀FACE฀OF฀THIS฀
PEDAGOGICAL฀UNDERCURRENT�฀IT฀IS฀NO฀SURPRISE฀THAT฀RHETORICIANS฀HAVE฀
REACTED฀AGAINST฀DOCTRINES฀THAT฀THOROUGHLY฀SUPPRESS฀THE฀EXERCISE฀OF฀
INDIVIDUAL฀AGENCY฀THROUGH฀LANGUAGE�฀�,EFF฀AND฀,UNSFORD฀��	

)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀ THE฀ hOUGHTv฀ IS฀DRIVING฀ THE฀HUMANIST฀ CRITIQUE฀OF฀ THE฀POSTHU

MANIST฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀hIS�v฀!ND฀THIS฀OUGHT฀IS฀HEAVILY฀INDEBTED฀TO฀A฀ROMANTIC฀
UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT�฀ROOTED฀LESS฀IN฀THE฀lGURE฀OF฀THE฀CLASSICAL฀RHETOR฀
IN฀!RISTOTLE฀AND฀#ICERO฀THAN฀IN฀THE฀ANXIOUS฀CHARACTER฀OF฀!NTOINE฀2OQUENTIN฀IN฀
3ARTRE�S฀.AUSEA�฀IF฀HUMANS฀ARE฀THE฀MEASURE฀OF฀ALL฀THINGS�฀IF฀IT฀SEEMS฀AS฀THOUGH฀
WE฀ EVERYWHERE฀ AND฀ ALWAYS฀ ENCOUNTER฀ OURSELVES฀ IN฀ THIS฀ WORLD฀ BY฀ MEANS฀ OF฀
RHETORIC�฀ THEN฀ INVENTION฀ ENTAILS฀ A฀ TREMENDOUS฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ �ALSO฀ SEE฀ 3COTT฀
��
��	�฀

4HE฀ ENTHYMEMATIC฀ ELEMENT฀ HERE฀ IS฀ THAT฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ CONFERS฀ AGENCY�฀
AND฀ TO฀ RECOIL฀ FROM฀ THE฀ FREEDOM฀ THAT฀ DEMANDS฀ CHOICE฀ IS�฀ IN฀ SOME฀ SENSE�฀ TO฀
SUFFER฀ SOCIAL฀ DEATH฀ OR฀ RHETORICAL฀ IMPOTENCE�฀ (ENCE฀ OUR฀ CHARACTERIZATION฀ OF฀
THE฀POMO฀SPECTER฀AS฀A฀#ALVINIST฀HARBINGER฀OF฀RADICAL฀PASSIVITY฀AND฀THE฀TRAUMA฀

,UNDBERG฀AND฀'UNN฀\฀/UIJA฀"OARD
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OF฀ A฀ TOTALIZING฀DETERMINISM�฀ FROM฀ THE฀HUMANIST฀ VANTAGE�฀ SYMBOLIC฀ ACTION฀OR฀
RHETORIC฀AS฀hDOING฀ IN฀ LANGUAGEv฀ASSUMES฀CONTINGENCY฀AND฀ FREEDOM�฀ FREEDOM฀
DEMANDS฀ MAKING฀ CHOICES฀ AND฀ LOCATING฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ IN฀ THE฀ INDIVIDUAL฀ WHO฀
CHOOSES�฀FAILING฀TO฀MAKE฀CHOICES฀PRESUMABLY฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀ARE฀ALWAYS฀ALREADY฀
SCRIPTED฀ IN฀ THE฀ ILLUSION฀OF฀AGENCY฀ IS฀ THEREFORE฀ FAILURE฀ TO฀UNDERSTAND฀RHETORIC฀
AND฀ASSUME฀RESPONSIBILITY฀FOR฀ONE�S฀SYMBOLIC฀CHOICES�฀&OR฀'EISLER�฀SEPARATING฀
THE฀FACT฀OF฀AGENCY฀FROM฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀RESPONSIBILITY฀AND฀CHOICE฀IS฀FUNDAMENTALLY฀
IMMORAL�฀(ENCE฀SHE฀ASKS�฀

7HAT฀ SHALL฀ WE�฀ AS฀ CRITICS�฀ SAY฀ TO฀ OUR฀ FELLOW฀ CITIZENS฀ ABOUT฀ THEIR฀
POTENTIAL฀ AND฀ OBLIGATIONS฀ WITH฀ RESPECT฀ TO฀ BECOMING฀ RHETORICAL฀
AGENTS�฀7HAT฀SHALL฀WE�฀AS฀CRITICS�฀SAY฀TO฀OUR฀FELLOW฀CITIZENS฀ABOUT฀
THEIR฀ POTENTIAL฀ AND฀ OBLIGATIONS�฀ )F฀ NEITHER฀ OUR฀ STUDENTS฀ NOR฀ OUR฀
FELLOW฀ CITIZENS฀ HAVE฀ SUCH฀ POTENTIAL฀ OR฀ OBLIGATIONS�IF฀ AGENCY฀ IS฀
ILLUSORY�WE฀MAY฀SIDESTEP฀THESE฀QUESTIONS฀�฀�฀�฀AS฀IRRELEVANT�฀���	

7HAT฀ EMERGES฀ FROM฀ 'EISLER�S฀ REPORT฀ IS฀ ULTIMATELY฀ A฀ VARIATION฀ OF฀ hIS�OUGHTv฀
PROBLEM฀lRST฀ IDENTIlED฀BY฀(UME฀AND฀ LATER฀DUBBED฀THE฀hNATURALISTIC฀ FALLACYv฀
BY฀'�฀%�฀-ORE�฀(ERE฀WE฀lND฀THE฀SPECIlC฀MORAL฀INCARNATION฀OF฀INFERRING฀CAUSE฀
FROM฀EFFECT�฀THE฀EQUIVOCATION฀OF฀AGENCY฀AS฀THE฀CAPACITY฀TO฀ACT฀AND฀PARTICIPATORY฀
CITIZENSHIP฀AS฀A฀MORAL฀DUTY�฀

)N฀ LIGHT฀ OF฀ THE฀ TACIT฀ ACCEPTANCE฀ OF฀ THE฀ CRITIQUE฀ OF฀ THE฀ AUTONOMOUS฀ SUB

JECT�฀ THE฀QUESTION฀IS฀NOT฀REALLY฀hHOW฀OUGHT฀WE฀TO฀UNDERSTAND฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀
RHETORICAL฀ AGENCY�v฀ BUT฀ hWHERE฀ DO฀ WE฀ LOCATE฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ WHEN฀ AGENCY฀ IS฀
EXERCISED�v฀)F฀AS฀SUBJECTS฀WE฀ARE฀INTERPELLATED฀BY฀IDEOLOGY฀TO฀INVEST฀IN฀OUR฀OWN฀
UNHAPPINESS�฀WHO฀IS฀RESPONSIBLE�฀&URTHER�฀IF฀WE฀ARE฀UNABLE฀TO฀DETERMINE฀THE฀
SEAT฀OF฀AGENCY�฀THEN฀ARE฀WE฀ROBBED฀OF฀OUR฀ABILITY฀TO฀LOCATE฀LYING฀AND฀TO฀CENSURE฀
DECEPTION�฀!ND฀PERHAPS฀MOST฀IMPORTANTLY�฀WHO฀OR฀WHAT฀GIVES฀US฀THE฀RIGHT฀AS฀
TEACHERS฀AND฀CRITICS฀TO฀DETERMINE฀GOOD฀AND฀BAD฀NORMS฀OF฀CIVIC฀ENGAGEMENT�฀
&OR฀'EISLER�฀TO฀ANSWER฀THESE฀KINDS฀OF฀QUESTIONS฀SIMPLY฀BY฀ARGUING฀THAT฀AGENCY฀
EXISTS฀ IS฀ NOT฀ ENOUGH�฀ BECAUSE฀ RHETORICAL฀ ONTOTHEOLOGY฀ DEMANDS฀ SOME฀ LOCUS฀
OF฀AGENCY฀TO฀SECURE฀THE฀GOSPEL฀OF฀RHETORIC฀AS฀CIVIC฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀4HIS฀UNDER

STANDING฀OF฀ RHETORIC฀PARTICIPATES฀ IN฀WHAT฀WE฀ TERM฀RHETORICAL฀ EVANGELICALISM�฀
AN฀APPROACH฀TO฀THE฀STUDY฀AND฀TEACHING฀OF฀RHETORIC฀THAT฀IS฀ETHICALLY฀RIGHTEOUS฀
IN฀RESPECT฀TO฀THE฀CLASSICAL฀NORMS฀OF฀CIVIC฀CULTURE�฀AND฀PARTICULARLY฀THE฀MORAL฀
RESPONSIBILITY฀OF฀hCIVIC฀ENGAGEMENT�v฀"ECAUSE฀OF฀hTHE฀ATTACHMENT฀OF฀RHETORI

CAL฀AGENCY฀TO฀A฀VISION฀OF฀POLITICAL฀CHANGE�v฀2ONALD฀7ALTER฀'REENE฀ARGUES฀THAT฀
RHETORICAL฀CRITICS฀AND฀THEORISTS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀INCREASINGLY฀PUSHED฀INTO฀hBECOMING฀
MORAL฀ ENTREPRENEURS฀ SCOLDING�฀ CORRECTING�฀ AND฀ ENCOURAGING฀ THE฀ BODY฀ POLITIC฀
TO฀ IMPROVE฀ THE฀ QUALITY฀ AND฀ QUANTITY฀ OF฀ POLITICAL฀ PARTICIPATIONv฀ ����	�฀ &ROM฀
'REENE�S฀PERSPECTIVE�฀THE฀PROBLEM฀WITH฀INSISTING฀THAT฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀ALWAYS฀
CONCERNS฀POLITICAL฀�OR฀CIVIC	฀EFFECTIVITY฀IS฀THAT฀IT฀AND฀PUTS฀US฀INTO฀AN฀INTELLECTUAL฀
STRAIGHT
JACKET�฀
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WHETHER฀ THE฀ MODEL฀ ;OF฀ POLITICAL฀ COMMUNICATION=฀ IMAGINES฀
RHETORICAL฀ AGENCY฀ IN฀ TERMS฀ OF฀ REINVENTING฀ CULTURAL฀ TRADITIONS฀
�HERMENEUTICS	฀ OR฀ IN฀ TERMS฀ OF฀ COLLECTIVE฀ ACTION฀ �SOCIAL฀
MOVEMENTS	�฀ THE฀ EMPHASIS฀ ON฀ RHETORICAL฀ AGENCY฀ AS฀ A฀ MODEL฀ OF฀
POLITICAL฀COMMUNICATION�฀PRElGURES฀THE฀SIGNIlCANCE฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀
AGENCY฀ AS฀ ALWAYS฀ ALREADY฀ IN฀ SUPPORT฀ OF�฀ OR฀ OPPOSITION฀ TO�฀ THE฀
INSTITUTIONAL฀STRUCTURES฀OF฀POWER�฀4HUS฀A฀PERMANENT฀ANXIETY฀ABOUT฀
THE฀CHARACTER฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀IS฀MADE฀INEVITABLE�฀BECAUSE฀;IT=฀
SUSPENDS฀ DIALECTICALLY฀ BETWEEN฀ STRUCTURES฀ OF฀ POWER฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ AND฀ THE฀
POSSIBILITY฀OF฀SOCIAL฀CHANGE�฀4O฀BREAK฀OUT฀OF฀THIS฀DIALECTICAL฀ANXIETY฀
REQUIRES฀ MORE฀ THAN฀ AN฀ ALTERNATIVE฀ MODEL฀ OF฀ COMMUNICATION�฀ IT฀
REQUIRES฀ THE฀ ABANDONMENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ DIALECTICAL฀ INTERFACE฀ BETWEEN฀
STRUCTURE฀AND฀CHANGE�฀����	

!LTHOUGH฀WE฀THINK฀THAT฀THE฀IDEA฀OF฀hBREAKING฀OUTv฀FROM฀THE฀PROJECT฀�IF฀NOT฀CON

DITION	฀OF฀MEDIATION�฀OF฀lNDING฀AN฀hESCAPE฀ROUTEv฀FROM฀A฀RECKONING฀WITH฀THE฀
DIALECTIC฀OF฀STRUCTURE฀AND฀STRUGGLE�฀IS฀A฀TOO฀ROMANTIC฀FOR฀OUR฀TASTES�฀'REENE�S฀
CLAIM฀THAT฀A฀DOGGED฀COMMITMENT฀TO฀CONmATING฀AGENCY฀AND฀RESPONSIBILITY฀LEADS฀
TO฀A฀PERMANENT฀ANXIETY฀IS฀WELL฀TAKEN���฀)F฀WE฀LOCATE฀THE฀&IRST฀'REAT฀!WAKENING฀
TO฀THE฀POST
฀IDIOMS฀IN฀RHETORICAL฀STUDIES฀AS฀A฀SHIFT฀TOWARD฀HERMENEUTICS฀�SEE฀
,EFF฀ AND฀#AULlELD�฀,EFF฀ AND฀,UNSFORD�฀ ��	�฀ THEN฀ THE฀3ECOND฀'REAT฀!WAKEN

ING฀IS฀THE฀CHARACTERISTICALLY฀EVANGELICAL฀RESPONSE฀TO฀THE฀NEUROSIS฀THAT฀'REENE฀
IDENTIlES�฀AN฀INCREASINGLY฀APOCALYPTIC฀HUMANISM฀AND฀AN฀ENTERPRISE฀OF฀MORAL฀
ENTREPRENEURSHIP฀THAT฀WOULD฀EXTEND฀OUR฀ROLE฀AS฀TEACHERS฀AND฀CRITICS฀TO฀THAT฀OF฀
LORDING฀OVER฀CIVIC฀SPACE���฀7E฀DO฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀DISAGREE฀WITH฀AN฀UNDERSTAND

ING฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀STUDIES฀AS฀HAVING฀AN฀ETHICAL฀MISSION฀�DElNED฀BY฀THE฀IMPERA

TIVE฀TO฀GENERATE฀NORMATIVELY฀GOOD฀CIVIC฀ACTION	�฀BUT฀WE฀DO฀URGE฀A฀CONSIDERATION฀
OF฀OUR฀QUALMS฀OF฀CONSCIENCE฀CONCERNING฀A฀CHARACTERISTICALLY฀CONSERVATIVE฀CLAIM฀
TO฀MORAL฀ RIGHTEOUSNESS฀ IN฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀POST
฀ THEORY�฀!LTHOUGH฀ SOME฀ RHETORI

CIANS฀MAY฀lND฀MORAL฀ENTREPRENEURSHIP฀A฀hPRODUCTIVEv฀DIRECTION�฀WE฀ARE฀NOT฀
SO฀CONVERTED�฀

)N฀ OUR฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀ 'EISLER�S฀ REPORT฀ ON฀ THE฀ !23฀ CONFERENCE฀ DISCUSSIONS฀
CONCERNING฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY�฀WE฀HAVE฀ATTEMPTED฀TO฀PROVIDE฀A฀MORE฀ FAITHFUL฀
ACCOUNT฀OF฀THE฀POSTHUMANIST฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OR฀AGENT�฀WHICH฀WE฀THINK฀
FUNCTIONS฀ AS฀ A฀ STRAW
PERSON฀ IN฀HER฀ ARGUMENT�฀7E฀ SUGGESTED฀ THAT฀ AN฀EQUIVO

CATION฀OF฀AGENT฀AND฀AGENCY฀ IS฀AT฀ THE฀CENTER฀OF฀'EISLER�S฀ REPORT�฀AND฀THAT฀ THE฀
AGENCY
AS
POSSESSION฀METAPHOR฀ INDICATES฀THAT฀THIS฀EQUIVOCATION฀IS฀ONTOTHEO

LOGICAL฀IN฀AIM฀AND฀SCOPE�฀5LTIMATELY�฀WE฀CONCLUDED฀THAT฀ETHICAL฀RIGHTEOUSNESS�฀
COUCHED฀IN฀THE฀LANGUAGE฀OF฀PEDAGOGY�฀IS฀BEHIND฀THE฀CLAIM฀THAT฀AGENCY฀PROVES฀
THE฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀THE฀HUMANIST฀AGENT�฀THAT฀THE฀hHOWv฀DETERMINES฀THE฀hIS�v฀!L

THOUGH฀ WE฀ DO฀ NOT฀ NECESSARILY฀ DISAGREE฀ WITH฀ CLAIMING฀ AN฀ ETHICAL฀ MISSION฀ FOR฀

,UNDBERG฀AND฀'UNN฀\฀/UIJA฀"OARD
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RHETORICAL฀STUDIES�฀WE฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THE฀ALLEGORY฀OF฀!23฀TENT฀REVIVAL฀OUGHT฀TO฀BE฀
REPLACED฀WITH฀THE฀ALLEGORY฀OF฀THE฀SÏANCE�฀WITH฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀THE฀SPECTER฀OF฀
LANGUAGE฀AND฀OTHER฀GHOSTS฀MOVE฀US฀MORE฀THAN฀WE฀KNOW�฀

7E฀WOULD฀BE฀REMISS�฀HOWEVER�฀IF฀WE฀DID฀NOT฀POINT฀OUT฀THAT฀PROBLEMATIZING฀
THE฀IDEA฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀DOES฀NOT฀NECESSARILY฀CREATE฀AN฀A฀PRIORI฀REJECTION฀OF฀THE฀
DOCTRINE฀OF฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀)N฀FACT�฀WE฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀RESPONSIBILITY฀DEMANDS฀SUCH฀
A฀PROBLEMATIZATION฀AND฀THAT฀SUCH฀A฀PROBLEMATIZATION฀CAN฀GENERATE฀AN฀ALTERNATE฀
MODEL฀OF฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀$ERRIDA฀BORROWS฀FROM฀THE฀(EIDEGGERIAN฀
MAXIM฀THAT฀hSPEAKING฀IS฀RESPONDINGv฀TO฀ARGUE฀THAT฀RESPONSIBILITY฀OUGHT฀NOT฀BE฀
FRAMED฀AS฀A฀NORMATIVE฀IMPERATIVE฀ON฀THE฀AGENT฀TO฀OWN฀UP฀TO฀THE฀CONSEQUENCES฀
OF฀ITS฀INTENTIONS฀AND฀ACTIONS�฀)NSTEAD�฀hRESPONSEv
ABILITY฀MARKS฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀
EVERY฀ACTION�฀DISCURSIVE฀OR฀OTHERWISE�฀IS฀ONLY฀BORN฀OF฀AN฀ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀THE฀
SET฀OF฀CONDITIONS฀THAT฀PRODUCED฀IT�฀4HIS฀IS฀THE฀LOGICAL฀IMPLICATION฀OF฀THE฀IDEA฀
THAT฀EVERY฀ACT฀OF฀SPEAKING฀IS฀AN฀ACT฀OF฀RESPONSE�฀4HUS�฀ARGUES฀#APUTO�

IF฀$ERRIDA฀ IS฀A฀ RENEGADE฀ �฀ �฀ �฀HE฀ IS฀A฀HIGHLY฀RESPONSIBLE฀ONE�฀4HE฀
WORK฀OF฀DECONSTRUCTION฀IS฀SET฀IN฀MOTION�฀ENGAGED฀�ENGAGE	฀ONLY฀BY฀
A฀PLEDGE฀OF฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀INDEED฀OF฀UNLIMITED฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀BE

CAUSE฀A฀hLIMITED฀RESPONSIBILITYv฀�DRAWING฀ONESELF฀INTO฀A฀CORPORATE฀
CIRCLE	฀IS฀JUST฀AN฀EXCUSE฀TO฀CREDIT฀ONESELF฀WITH฀A฀GOOD฀CONSCIENCE฀
�฀�฀�฀DECONSTRUCTION฀IS฀SET฀IN฀MOTION฀BY฀SOMETHING฀THAT฀CALLS฀UPON฀
US฀AND฀ADDRESSES฀US�฀OVERTAKES฀AND฀EVEN฀OVERWHELMS฀US�฀TO฀WHICH฀
WE฀MUST฀RESPOND�฀AND฀SO฀BE฀RESPONSIVE฀AND฀RESPONSIBLE�฀�฀�฀�฀SUCH฀
QUESTIONING�฀ BE฀ ASSURED�฀ ARISES฀ FROM฀ THE฀ HEIGHT�OR฀ DEPTHS�OF฀
RESPONSIBILITY�฀�#APUTO�฀$ECONSTRUCTION฀��	

4HE฀IMPLICATION฀OF฀THIS฀CLAIM฀IS฀THAT฀ANY฀CALL฀FOR฀NORMATIVE฀DOCTRINES฀OF฀RESPON

SIBILITY฀DETERMINED฀BY฀THE฀AGENTIAL฀CHOICES฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀PARADOXICALLY฀ENTAILS฀
A฀DEFERRAL฀OF฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀4HE฀DEFERRAL฀CONCERNS฀THE฀TENDENCY฀OF฀ACCOUNTS฀OF฀
THE฀RESPONSIBLE฀SUBJECT฀TO฀PRE
DETERMINE฀THE฀CHOICES฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀BY฀THE฀FORCE฀
OF฀METAPHYSICAL฀LAW�฀!N฀UNCONDITIONAL฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀HERE฀ENTAILED฀IN฀THE฀CALL฀
TO฀DECONSTRUCTION�฀REJECTS฀THE฀CASUISTRY฀THAT฀TETHERS฀THE฀FUTURE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀AN฀
AGENT฀TO฀A฀DOCTRINE฀ABOUT฀THAT฀AGENT�S฀NATURALNESS฀OR฀GIVENNESS�฀AND฀THEREFORE฀
TO฀A฀SET฀OF฀PROTOCOLS฀TO฀WHICH฀THE฀AGENT฀MUST฀ADHERE฀TO฀EXERCISE฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀
7E฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀INSTEAD฀OF฀AVOIDING฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀A฀RELENTLESS฀QUESTIONING฀OF฀
THE฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀THE฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT�฀AND฀A฀CLOSE฀TEXTUAL฀ENGAGEMENT฀
WITH฀THE฀AGENTIAL฀NARRATIVE฀AND฀THE฀AGENT�S฀TEXTS�฀AFlRMS฀AN฀UNCONDITIONAL฀COM

MITMENT฀TO฀RESPONDING�฀AND฀ULTIMATELY฀TO฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀DESPITE฀THE฀THREAT฀OF฀
UNDERMINING฀OUR฀CORPORATE฀ATTEMPTS฀ TO฀CREDIT฀ THE฀ RHETORIC฀COMMUNITY฀WITH฀
GOOD฀CONSCIENCE�

)N฀ BRINGING฀ OUR฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀ A฀ CLOSE�฀ WE฀ SUGGEST฀ THAT฀ A฀ MORE฀ HOSPITABLE฀
CONVERSATION฀ABOUT฀ THE฀ RHETORICAL฀ AGENT฀MIGHT฀ ENTAIL฀ THREE฀MOVES�฀&IRST�฀WE฀
PROPOSE฀AN฀ALTERNATE฀DISCOURSE฀OF฀POSSESSION฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀READ฀AGAINST฀THE฀TROPE฀
OF฀AGENTS฀POSSESSING฀AGENCY�฀2OSEMARY฀%LLEN฀'UILEY�S฀ENTRY฀ IN฀ THE฀(ARPER�S฀
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%NCYCLOPEDIA฀OF฀-YSTICAL฀�฀0ARANORMAL฀%XPERIENCE฀NOTES฀THAT฀hSOME฀DEMO

NOLOGISTS฀SAY฀THE฀/UIJA฀OPENS฀THE฀DOOR฀TO฀POSSESSION฀BY฀EVIL฀SPIRITSv฀�'UILEY฀
���	�฀ !LTHOUGH฀ WE฀ WILL฀ STOP฀ SHORT฀ OF฀ ADVOCATING฀ A฀ RHETORICAL฀ DEMONOLOGY฀
�NECROMANCY฀ IS฀ PERHAPS฀ MORE฀ APT	�฀ WE฀ HOPE฀ THAT฀ OUR฀ SÏANCE฀ ALLEGORY�THE฀
SPIRITUALIST฀IDIOM฀OF฀POSSESSION฀FROM฀WITHOUT�HELPS฀TO฀ENCOURAGE฀A฀DISCOURSE฀
COUNTER฀ TO฀ THE฀ HEGEMONY฀ OF฀ POSSESSING฀ AGENCY�฀ 7HAT฀ HAPPENS฀ TO฀ THE฀ CON

VENTIONAL฀RHETORICAL฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀AGENCY฀IF฀ IT฀STARTS฀OUT฀BY฀PRESUMING฀THAT฀THE฀
AGENCY฀POSSESSES฀THE฀AGENT�฀AS฀OPPOSED฀TO฀THE฀AGENT฀POSSESSING฀AGENCY฀AS฀AN฀
INSTRUMENT฀OR฀SUBSTANCE�฀3UCH฀A฀NARRATIVE฀REFOCUSES฀OUR฀ATTENTION฀ON฀THE฀WAYS฀
THAT฀THE฀SUBJECT฀IS฀AN฀EFFECT฀OF฀STRUCTURES�฀FORCES�฀AND฀MODES฀OF฀ENJOYMENT฀THAT฀
MIGHT฀PRECEDE฀OR฀PRODUCE฀IT�฀4HIS฀REVERSAL฀OF฀AGENT�S฀RELATION฀TO฀AGENCY฀DIRECTS฀
ATTENTION฀TO฀QUINTESSENTIALLY฀RHETORICAL฀CONCERNS�฀TO฀THE฀CONSTITUTIVE฀FUNCTION฀
OF฀TROPE�฀TO฀MODES฀OF฀ADDRESS�฀TO฀THE฀DIALECTICS฀OF฀IDENTIlCATION฀AND฀DIFFERENCE�฀
AND฀EVEN฀TO฀THE฀POWER฀OF฀CONCEALING฀EXERCISES฀OF฀TECHNE฀UNDER฀THE฀VEIL฀OF฀THE฀
NATURAL�฀

3ECOND�฀ TO฀ THE฀ EXTENT฀ THAT฀ WE฀ RHETORICIANS฀ OUGHT฀ TO฀ WORRY฀ ABOUT฀ SUCH฀
THINGS�฀THE฀REVERSAL฀OF฀hPOSSESSINGv฀TO฀hPOSSESSEDv฀IS฀OBVIOUSLY฀MORE฀HOSPITABLE฀
TO฀THE฀CONCERNS฀OF฀POSTHUMANIST฀THINKING�฀AND฀NONE฀MORE฀SO฀THAN฀,ACAN�S�฀4HE฀
&RENCH฀PSYCHOANALYST�S฀EARLIEST฀WORK฀DEALT฀WITH฀THE฀PHENOMENA฀OF฀hAUTOMA

TISM�v฀ THE฀ PERCEPTION฀ BY฀ PARANOID฀ PATIENTS฀ THAT฀ SOMETHING฀ OUTSIDE฀ OF฀ THEM฀
CONTROLLED฀THEIR฀THOUGHT฀PROCESSES฀�,ACAN�฀3EMINAR฀)))฀��
��	�฀)N฀RESPONSE฀TO฀
THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀ACCOUNTING฀FOR฀AUTOMATISM฀WHILE฀DENYING฀THE฀EXTERNAL฀REALITY฀
OF฀THE฀PARANOID฀DELUSION�฀,ACAN฀BEGAN฀TO฀THEORIZE฀THE฀AGENCY฀OF฀THE฀STRUCTURES฀
THAT฀PRODUCED฀BOTH฀THE฀PERCEPTIONS฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀AND฀THE฀PERCEIVING฀SUBJECT�฀
,ACAN฀ THUS฀ ULTIMATELY฀ ATTRIBUTES฀ AGENCY฀ TO฀ TROPES�฀ TO฀ THE฀ 3YMBOLIC�฀ AND฀ TO฀
ENJOYMENT฀ �,ACAN�฀²CRITS฀���
����฀ALSO฀ SEE฀,ACAN�฀3EMINAR฀88฀����	�฀4HIS฀
AGENCY฀POSSESSES฀THE฀SUBJECT�฀THEREBY฀BRINGING฀THE฀FANTASY฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀TO฀LIFE�฀
&OR฀,ACAN�฀THE฀hRESPONSEv
IBLE฀READING฀OF฀THE฀DYNAMICS฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY฀REQUIRES฀
REFERENCE฀TO฀RHETORIC฀�,UNDBERG฀���
���	�฀)N฀SHORT�฀,ACANIAN฀PSYCHOANALYTIC฀
THEORY฀CAN฀HELP฀RHETORICIANS฀NAVIGATE฀THE฀POSTHUMANIST฀THEORETICAL฀LANDSCAPE฀
IN฀A฀CHARACTERISTICALLY฀RHETORICAL฀WAY�฀

4HIRD�฀ IF฀WE฀ARE฀ IN฀ FACT฀DEALING฀WITH฀A฀COVERTLY฀ THEISTIC฀DISCOURSE฀OF฀ THE฀
SUBJECT฀�PAIRED฀WITH฀ALL฀THE฀EVANGELISTIC฀FERVOR฀THAT฀ONE฀MIGHT฀EXPECT	�฀PERHAPS฀
REFERENCE฀TO฀THE฀ONTOTHEOLOGICAL฀IS฀MORE฀HELPFUL฀THAN฀SOME฀MAY฀REALIZE�฀!THE

ISM�฀OF฀COURSE�฀ IS฀ONE฀POSSIBLE฀RESPONSE฀TO฀POSTHUMANISM�฀AS฀ IF฀ TO฀WITHDRAW฀
FROM฀A฀SÏANCE�฀OR฀WORSE�฀AS฀IF฀TO฀JOIN฀OUR฀DOGGEDLY฀POSITIVISTIC฀COLLEAGUES฀IN฀THE฀
HARD฀ SCIENCES���฀ 7E฀ THINK฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ IS฀ ANOTHER�฀ CHARACTERISTICALLY฀ AGONISTIC฀
POSSIBILITY�฀ A฀ NEGATIVE฀ THEOLOGY฀ OF฀ THE฀ SUBJECT฀ �SEE฀ "ERNAUER	�฀ 0RIMA฀ FACIE�฀
NEGATIVE฀THEOLOGY฀SEEMS฀LIKE฀A฀KIND฀OF฀ATHEISM�฀IT฀BEGINS฀BY฀POINTING฀OUT฀THAT฀
THE฀PARTICULARITY฀OF฀ LANGUAGE฀NECESSITATES฀ THAT฀ALL฀DESCRIPTIONS฀ON฀AN฀ INlNITE฀
'OD฀ �EVEN฀POSITIVE฀ONES	฀DO฀VIOLENCE฀ TO฀'OD�฀ AND฀ THUS฀ CALLS฀ FOR฀ A฀ STRIPPING฀
AWAY฀OF฀THE฀NAMES฀AND฀PRESUMED฀QUALITIES฀OF฀THE฀DIVINE���฀!LL฀REPRESENTATIONS฀
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OF฀'OD฀IN฀THIS฀SYSTEM�฀THOUGH฀NECESSARY฀FOR฀DEVOTIONAL฀PRACTICE�฀PARTICIPATE฀IN฀
A฀SUBTLE฀IDOLATRY�฀9ET�฀IT฀SHOULD฀GO฀WITHOUT฀SAYING฀THAT฀TO฀DENY฀THE฀EXISTENCE฀
OF฀'OD฀ALSO฀PARTICIPATES฀IN฀VIOLENCE฀TOWARD฀'OD�฀AND฀AN฀IDOLATRY฀OF฀ITS฀OWN�฀)N฀
MARKING฀THE฀IMPOSSIBILITY฀OF฀TRUTH฀IN฀DESCRIBING฀'OD�฀THE฀VIA฀NEGATIVA฀OPENS฀
A฀ HOSPITABLE฀ AND฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ HORIZON฀ FOR฀ RECEIVING฀ THE฀ DIVINE�฀ "Y฀ ANALOGY�฀
&OUCAULT฀ARGUES฀THAT฀A฀NEGATIVE฀THEOLOGY฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀DOES฀NOT฀DENY฀THE฀POS

SIBILITY฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY�฀BUT฀INSTEAD฀DEMANDS฀THAT฀WE฀STRIP฀AWAY฀ALL฀THE฀VARIOUS฀
DISCURSIVE฀ ATTRIBUTIONS฀ OF฀ QUALITIES฀ AND฀ POSSESSIONS฀ TO฀ THE฀ SUBJECT฀ WITH฀ THE฀
HOPE฀OF฀LIBERATING฀SUBJECTIVITY฀FROM฀THE฀OSSIlED฀BOUNDS฀OF฀THE฀AGENT฀AS฀A฀TECH

NOLOGY฀FOR฀ORGANIZING฀THE฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY�฀0ERHAPS฀A฀SIMILAR฀NEGATIVE฀
THEOLOGY฀OF฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀AGENT฀WOULD฀ALLOW฀RHETORIC฀TO฀BE฀PRACTICED฀WITHOUT฀
THE฀AGENT฀AS฀THE฀DECISIVE฀HORIZON฀FOR฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY�฀4HIS฀PROJECT฀WOULD฀CALL฀
FOR฀A฀THICK฀THEORIZATION฀OF฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀EFFECTS฀OF฀DOCTRINES฀OF฀AGENCY�฀AND฀FOR฀
INQUIRY฀INTO฀THE฀FUNCTION฀OF฀PERSUASION฀AS฀A฀SYSTEMIC฀EFFECT�AFFECT฀BEYOND฀THE฀
INDIVIDUAL฀ AGENT�IN฀ COLLECTIVITIES�฀ DISCURSIVE฀ FORMATIONS�฀ NEW฀ TECHNOLOGIES�฀
AND฀SO฀ON�฀&AR฀FROM฀DENYING฀RHETORICAL฀STUDY฀THE฀FRUITS฀OF฀ ITS฀ LABOR�฀SUCH฀AN฀
AGNOSTIC฀DISPOSITION฀OF฀HOSPITALITY฀ASKS฀ FOR฀NOTHING฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀RESTLESS฀AND฀
RELENTLESS฀THINKING�฀#ASTING฀THE฀PROBLEM฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀AS฀A฀RHETORICAL฀
AFFECT�฀INSTEAD฀OF฀AS฀A฀POINT฀OF฀ORIGIN฀FOR฀RHETORICAL฀EFFECT�฀REQUIRES฀US฀TO฀THINK฀
ABOUT฀THE฀AGENT฀AND฀ITS฀RELATION฀TO฀AGENCY฀AS฀ONE฀TROPE฀AMONG฀OTHERS฀THAT฀PRO

DUCTIVELY฀AND฀DESTRUCTIVELY฀CONSTRAINS฀THE฀EXERCISE฀OF฀OUR฀CRITICAL฀IMAGINATION�฀
4HIS฀MOVE฀REQUIRES฀FAITHFULNESS฀TO฀THE฀ANALYTICAL฀CUT฀SEPARATING฀THE฀DOCTRINE฀
OF฀THE฀SUBJECT฀OR฀AGENT฀AS฀AN฀ONTOLOGICAL฀CLAIM฀FROM฀THE฀SOCIAL฀AND฀RHETORICAL฀
EFFECTS฀THAT฀ARE฀WROUGHT฀BY฀PRESUMING฀A฀SPECIlC฀CONlGURATION฀OF฀THE฀SUBJECT�฀
!DOPTING฀SUCH฀A฀DISPOSITION�฀WE฀SIT฀PATIENTLY฀AND฀WITH฀WONDER�฀READY฀FOR฀SUR

PRISE�฀OPEN฀TO฀POSSIBLE฀JOY�฀TO฀THE฀-ESSIANIC฀RETURN฀�EVEN฀IF฀JOY฀OR฀THE฀-ESSIAH฀
NEVER฀COME	�฀7E฀WAIT฀OPENLY�฀AS฀IF฀HAVING฀JUST฀ASKED�฀h/UIJA฀"OARD�฀ARE฀THERE฀
ANY฀COMMUNICATIONS�v

$EPARTMENT฀OF฀#OMMUNICATION฀3TUDIES฀
5NIVERSITY฀OF฀4EXAS฀AT฀!USTIN฀AND฀.ORTHWESTERN฀5NIVERSITY฀

��฀&OUCAULT�฀FOLLOWING฀(EIDEGGER�฀ALSO฀DIAGNOSES฀A฀LATENT฀THEISTIC฀TENDENCY฀IN฀
HUMANISM�฀&RAMING฀THE฀GOSPEL฀OF฀HUMANISM฀AS฀AN฀hABSOLUTIZATIONv฀OF฀THE฀HU

MAN฀SUBJECT�฀HE฀OBSERVES฀THAT฀IN฀THE฀WAKE฀OF฀THE฀OFT฀PROCLAIMED฀DEATH฀OF฀'OD�฀
THE฀IMAGE฀OF฀hMAN฀�SIC	v฀HAD฀BECOME฀THAT฀OF฀A฀h'OD฀INCARNATED฀IN฀HUMANITY�v฀
�"ERNAUER฀���฀&OUCAULT฀h&OUCAULT฀2ESPONDSv฀��	�
��฀ !S฀ +ARLYN฀ +OHRS฀ #AMPBELL฀ NOTES�฀ RHETORICAL฀ AGENCY฀ hIS฀ PERVERSE�฀ THAT฀ IS�฀
INHERENTLY฀PROTEAN�฀AMBIGUOUS�฀OPEN฀TO฀REVERSALv฀��	�฀
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��฀4ECHNICALLY฀SPEAKING�฀WE฀SHOULD฀MAKE฀A฀STRICT฀SEPARATION฀BETWEEN฀THE฀hSUB

JECTv฀AND฀hTHE฀AGENT�v฀INSOFAR฀AS฀WE฀WILL฀EVENTUALLY฀CLAIM�฀FOLLOWING฀,ACAN�฀THAT฀
LANGUAGE฀ IS฀ AN฀ AGENT฀ ITSELF�฀ 7E฀ RECOGNIZE�฀ HOWEVER�฀ THAT฀ MOST฀ PEOPLE฀ MEAN฀
hSUBJECTv฀WHEN฀USING฀THE฀TERM฀hAGENTv฀AND฀SO฀WE฀WILL฀CONTINUE฀THE฀HABIT�฀
��฀&OR฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THIS฀POSTHUMANIST฀LINE฀OF฀THOUGHT�฀SEE฀(EIDEGGER�S฀h,ET

TER฀ON฀(UMANISM�v฀
��฀4HUS�฀&OUCAULT฀SUGGESTS฀AN฀ALTERNATE฀TERM฀hSUBJECTIVIZATIONv฀WHICH฀IS฀hTHE฀
PROCEDURE฀BY฀WHICH฀ONE฀OBTAINS฀ THE฀CONSTITUTION฀OF฀A฀SUBJECT�฀OR฀MORE฀PRE

CISELY�฀OF฀A฀SUBJECTIVITY฀WHICH฀IS�฀OF฀COURSE฀ONLY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀GIVEN฀POSSIBILITIES฀
OF฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀A฀SELF฀CONSCIOUSNESSv฀�&OUCAULT�฀h2ETURN฀OF฀-ORALITYv฀����฀
ITALICS฀OURS	�
��฀7E฀DO฀NOT฀NEED฀TO฀TURN฀TO฀THE฀REmECTIONS฀OF฀CONTINENTAL฀THINKERS฀TO฀MAKE฀
THESE฀POINTS�฀)N฀FACT�฀UPON฀READING฀THE฀!23฀POSITION฀STATEMENTS฀WE฀FOUND฀MANY฀
VOICES฀ THAT฀RESONATE฀WITH฀ THIS฀GENERAL฀ LINE฀OF฀ARGUMENT�฀,UNDBERG�S฀POSITION฀
STATEMENT฀POINTS฀OUT฀THAT฀hSUBJECTIVITY฀�THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀THE฀AGENT	฀IMPLIES฀A฀
QUESTION฀OF฀THE฀ONTOLOGICAL฀FOUNDATIONS฀�OR฀LACK฀THEREOF	฀OF฀HUMAN฀BEING�฀AND฀
SUBSEQUENTLY฀�BUT฀NOT฀EXCLUSIVELY	฀ACTION�฀!GENCY฀IMPLIES฀A฀FUNCTIONAL฀ACCOUNT฀
OF฀ACTION฀OR฀THE฀POTENTIAL฀FOR฀ACTION�฀AND฀AS฀A฀FUNCTIONAL฀ACCOUNT฀ONE฀DOES฀NOT฀
NECESSARILY฀HAVE฀ TO฀ RELY฀ON฀A฀lRM฀ANSWER฀ TO฀ THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀ SUBJECTIVITY฀ TO฀
ADDRESS฀AGENCY�฀4HUS฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀BRACKETS฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀SUBJEC

TIVITY฀IN฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀WAY�฀THOUGH฀A฀VIEW฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY฀IS฀NECESSARILY฀IMPLIED฀
IN฀ THINKING฀ABOUT฀AGENCY�v฀7E฀lND฀SIMILAR฀CONCERNS฀WITH฀ THE฀PRODUCTION฀OF฀
SUBJECTIVITY฀OR฀THE฀AGENT฀AS฀ANALYTICALLY฀SEPARATE฀FROM฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀AGENCY฀
IN฀THE฀STATEMENTS฀OF฀"ARBARA฀"IESECKER�฀$IANE฀$AVIS�฀2ENU฀$UBE�฀2ANDALL฀)DEN�฀
*OHN฀+IRBY�฀*AMES฀-C$ANIEL�฀*OHN฀,UCAITES�฀AND฀"RETT฀/MMEN�฀4HIS฀IS฀NOT฀AN฀
EXHAUSTIVE฀LIST�฀BUT฀THIS฀SAMPLING฀DOES฀PROVIDE฀EVIDENCE฀THAT฀THIS฀LINE฀OF฀CRITI

CISM฀EXERTED฀A฀SIGNIlCANT฀VOICE฀IN฀THE฀%VANSTON฀DISCUSSIONS฀ON฀AGENCY�
��฀4HE฀MORE฀SIGNIlCANT฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀hTHE฀IDEOLOGY฀OF฀AGENCY�v฀HOWEVER�฀IS฀"AR

BARA฀ "IESECKER�S฀ h#OMING฀ TO฀ 4ERMS฀ WITH฀ 2ECENT฀ !TTEMPTS฀ TO฀ 7RITE฀ 7OMEN฀
INTO฀THE฀(ISTORY฀OF฀2HETORIC�v฀
��฀'EISLER�S฀ARGUMENT฀ FOR฀ THE฀DESIRABILITY฀OF฀ THIS฀MODEL฀ IS฀CONSISTENTLY฀MADE฀
IN฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀TEACHING�฀hA฀RHETORICAL฀AGENT฀SEEN฀TO฀MAKE฀CHOICES฀AMONG฀THE฀
AVAILABLE฀MEANS฀OF฀PERSUASION฀IS฀AN฀AGENT฀RHETORICIANS฀CAN฀EDUCATE฀TO฀MAKE฀THE฀
BEST฀CHOICESv฀���	�฀$ESPITE฀CLAIMS฀TO฀A฀POLYSEMOUS฀PRESENTATION฀OF฀AGENCY฀AND฀
CAVEATS฀ABOUT฀THE฀PRODUCTIVE฀INmUENCE฀OF฀hPOSTMODERNISM�v฀THE฀hCOMFORT฀OF฀
THE฀TRADITIONAL฀MODEL฀OF฀THE฀HUMANIST฀AGENTv฀STEALTHILY฀SLIDES฀FROM฀A฀CONSOLING฀
PRESUPPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀TO฀A฀FORMAL฀IMPERATIVE฀FOR฀THE฀FUTURE฀���	�฀7HEN฀
COMBINED฀WITH฀THE฀CLAIM฀THAT฀IF฀RHETORIC฀IS฀AVERT฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀IRRELEVANCE฀IT฀MUST฀
BE฀ABLE฀TO฀GENERATE฀CHANGE�฀COMFORT฀IN฀THE฀TRADITIONAL�฀POSSESSIVE฀VIEW฀OF฀THE฀
SUBJECT฀SOUNDS฀LIKE฀A฀PRECONDITION฀FOR฀THE฀RELEVANCE฀OF฀THE฀DISCIPLINE฀OR�฀MORE฀
MENACINGLY�฀AN฀ARGUMENT฀AD฀CONSQUENTIAM�

,UNDBERG฀AND฀'UNN฀\฀/UIJA฀"OARD
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��฀'EISLER�S฀SUMMATION฀OF฀-C$ANIEL�S฀CALL฀FOR฀ONE฀VERSION฀OF฀THE฀ANALYTICAL฀CUT฀
WE฀DEVELOP฀IN฀THIS฀ESSAY฀FOLLOWS฀A฀SIMILAR฀lGURAL฀PATTERN�฀hTHE฀AGENCY฀OF฀THE฀
GOOD฀MAN฀SPEAKING฀WELL฀BECOMES฀NEITHER฀NECESSARY฀FANTASY฀NOR฀LIBERAL฀DELU

SION�฀BUT฀ONE฀OF฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀IDEOLOGICAL฀CONlGURATIONS฀THAT฀EMERGE฀IN฀SPECIlC฀
HISTORICAL฀CONTEXTS฀TO฀FORM�฀IF฀YOU฀WILL�฀THE฀LANDSCAPE฀OF฀AGENCYv฀�'EISLER฀�	�฀
(ERE฀AGAIN�฀THERE฀IS฀A฀FUNDAMENTAL฀RECOGNITION฀THAT฀AGENCY฀IS฀THE฀PRODUCT฀OF฀
SOCIAL฀CONSTRUCTION�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀STILL฀PRESENTED฀AS฀A฀POSSESSION฀OF฀hTHE฀GOOD฀MAN฀
SPEAKING฀WELL�v฀THOUGH฀THE฀CONTEXT฀FOR฀THE฀EXERCISE฀OF฀AGENCY฀CHANGES฀IN฀THIS฀
CONlGURATION�฀ THE฀BASIC฀ASSERTION฀ THAT฀AGENCY฀ IS฀ A฀POSSESSION฀OF฀ THE฀HUMAN฀
SUBJECT฀ DOES฀ NOT฀ CHANGE�฀ AGENCY฀ IS฀ THE฀ POSSESSION฀ OF฀ THE฀ AGENT�฀ 4HIS฀ SAME฀
CONlGURATION฀IS฀PRESENT฀IN฀HER฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀*OHN฀!NGUS฀#AMPBELL�S฀AND฀
*AMES฀ *ASINSKI�S฀ POSITION฀ STATEMENTS�฀ h!CCORDING฀ TO฀ *ASINSKI�฀ AN฀ IMPROVISA

TION฀METAPHOR฀MAY฀ALLOW฀US฀TO฀SIDESTEP฀THE฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀ LIBERAL฀HUMANISM฀BY฀
ACKNOWLEDGING฀THE฀CONTINGENCY฀OF฀ALL฀ACTION฀WHILE฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME฀ALLOWING฀
THE฀ RHETOR฀ THE฀ POWER฀ TO฀ RESPOND฀ TO฀ THOSE฀ SHIFTING฀ CIRCUMSTANCESv฀ �'EISLER฀
�	�฀9ET฀AGAIN�฀AGENCY฀IS฀lGURED฀AS฀CONTEXT฀DEPENDENT�฀BUT฀THIS฀IS฀ONLY฀A฀MILD฀
IMPEDIMENT฀TO฀BE฀OVERCOME฀BY฀THE฀POWER฀OF฀INVENTION�฀HERE฀UNQUESTIONABLY฀
POSSESSED฀BY฀THE฀RHETOR�
���฀4HAT฀PAPER฀IS฀'UNN�S�฀WHICH฀WE฀PRODUCE฀HERE฀IN฀FULL฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀BRIEF�฀h)N฀
THEIR฀EPILOGUE฀ TO฀ THE฀POPULAR฀ TEXTBOOK�฀#ONTEMPORARY฀2HETORICAL฀4HEORY�฀!฀
2EADER�฀*OHN฀,OUIS฀,UCAITES฀AND฀#ELESTE฀-ICHELLE฀#ONDIT฀SKETCH฀AN฀IMAGINARY฀
DEBATE฀AMONG฀TWO฀CAMPS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SCHOLARS�฀/N฀THE฀LEFT�฀WE฀HAVE฀A฀NUMBER฀
OF฀@POSTMODERN�฀RHETORICIANS฀WHO฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THE฀AGENCY฀OF฀RHETORS฀IS฀@PRESTRUC

TURED�฀BY฀IDEOLOGY�฀ON฀THE฀OTHER฀LEFT�฀WE฀HAVE฀@MODERNISTS�฀WHO฀CLAIM฀EMPIRICAL฀
EVIDENCE฀FOR฀HUMAN฀AGENCY฀IN฀THE฀SOCIAL฀AND฀MATERIAL฀WORLD�฀"ECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀AS

SUMED฀INCOMMENSURABILITY฀OF฀EACH฀POSITION�฀,UCAITES฀AND฀#ONDIT฀CHARACTERIZE฀
THE฀DEBATE฀AS฀A฀CONTEMPORARY฀THEORETICAL฀IMPASSE฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀RESOLVED฀ONLY฀BY฀
@RECONSTITUTING฀OUR฀UNDERSTANDING฀OF฀AGENCY฀AS฀A฀FUNCTION฀OF฀COMPLEX฀SPEAKER

AUDIENCE฀INTERACTIONS��฀4HIS฀MAGICAL฀THIRD฀WAY฀IS฀SAID฀TO฀SITUATE฀AGENCY฀AMONG฀
LIVED฀RELATIONS฀IN฀A฀@SOCIAL฀INTERACTION��฀THEREBY฀MEDIATING฀THE฀TENSIONS฀BETWEEN฀
DETERMINISM฀AND฀FREE฀WILL�฀7HETHER฀SUCH฀A฀SOLUTION฀MAKES฀SENSE฀�IN฀THE฀WORDS฀
OF฀%DWARD฀3CHIAPPA�฀THIS฀SEEMS฀TO฀ME฀LIKE฀ANOTHER฀PROPOSAL฀FOR฀@SOPHISTICATED฀
MODERNISM�	�฀THIS฀IMAGINARY฀DEBATE฀CONTINUES฀TO฀FUEL฀THE฀CURRENT฀HAND
WRING

ING฀OVER฀AGENCY฀THAT฀THE฀!23฀#ONFERENCE฀IS฀DESIGNED฀TO฀ADDRESS�฀-Y฀POSITION฀
IS฀THAT฀THIS฀DEBATE฀IS�฀ IN฀FACT�฀A฀DISCIPLINE
SPECIlC฀MISRECOGNITION฀OR฀FANTASY�฀
&ANTASIES฀PROVIDE�฀ SIMULTANEOUSLY�฀A฀ FRAME฀WITHIN฀WHICH฀ TO฀EXERCISE฀AGENCY฀
AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀ A฀ SHIELD฀ FROM฀ THE฀ ABJECT฀ HORROR฀ OF฀ CONTINGENCY�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ LIGHT�฀ MY฀
POSITION฀ON฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀IS฀THAT฀IT฀ONLY฀BECAME฀A฀CRITICAL฀
CONCEPT฀AT฀THE฀THRESHOLD฀OF฀ITS฀OWN฀lCTIONAL฀DISSOLUTION�฀!S฀THE฀CAPTION฀POINT฀
OF฀A฀CENTRAL฀CRISIS
FANTASY฀PARTICULAR฀TO฀5�3�฀RHETORICAL฀STUDIES�฀THE฀QUESTIONING฀
OF฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀AGENT฀IS�฀IN฀FACT�฀A฀GENERATIVE฀OR฀PRODUCTIVE฀SCHOLARLY฀NEUROSIS�฀
IN฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀THE฀hQUESTIONv฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀IS฀A฀FUNDAMENTAL฀TOPOS฀FOR฀
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SCHOLARLY฀INVENTION฀THAT฀FORESTALLS฀ANY฀SATISFACTORY฀ANSWER�฀4HE฀DEBATE
FANTASY฀
OVER฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀AGENCY฀HAS฀ALSO฀BEEN฀A฀SHIELD฀FROM฀THE฀INVESTIGATION฀OF฀
UNCONSCIOUS฀SUASIVE฀PROCESSES฀AS฀WELL฀�PROCESSES฀THAT฀CHALLENGE฀THE฀ASSUMP

TIONS฀OF฀THE฀DEBATE�฀OF฀COURSE	�฀&UNCTIONING฀MUCH฀AS฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀hTEXTv฀DID฀
THE฀LATE฀����S฀AND฀����S฀�DOCUMENTED฀IN฀THE฀WIDELY฀READ฀EDITED฀COLLECTION�฀
4EXTS฀IN฀#ONTEXT	�฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀AGENCY฀PROVIDES฀A฀FRAME฀FOR฀SCHOL

ARLY฀ENDEAVOR฀THAT�฀IF฀DISSOLVED�฀RISKS฀A฀DIRECT฀CONFRONTATION฀WITH฀THE฀MADNESS฀
OF฀IRRELEVANCE�v฀
���฀$OUGLAS฀7ALTON฀NOTES฀THAT฀hTHE฀STRAW฀MAN฀FALLACY฀OCCURS฀WHEN฀AN฀ARGUER�S฀
POSITION฀IS฀MISREPRESENTED฀BY฀BEING฀MISQUOTED�฀EXAGGERATED�฀OR฀OTHERWISE฀DIS

TORTEDv฀���	�฀#LAIMING฀THAT฀AGENCY฀IS฀A฀FANTASY฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀CLAIMING฀IT฀IS฀
NOT฀REAL�฀NOR฀DOES฀A฀FAILURE฀TO฀RECOGNIZE฀THE฀PHANTASMIC฀NATURE฀OF฀SUBJECTIVITY฀
REDUCE฀TO฀THE฀CHARGE฀OF฀COWARDICE�฀
���฀)N฀FACT�฀HER฀READING฀IS฀FAR฀FROM฀CORRECT฀AS฀WELL�฀'UNN฀NEVER฀SAYS฀AGENCY฀IS฀AN฀
ILLUSION�฀NOR฀DOES฀HE฀ADVOCATE฀ITS฀ABANDONMENT�฀YET฀HIS฀POSITION฀IS฀CHARACTER

IZED฀AS฀AN฀AMORAL�฀NIHILISTIC฀EMBRACE฀OF฀A฀RIDICULOUS฀hPOST
MODERNv฀POSITION�฀
0ART฀OF฀THE฀PROBLEM฀IS฀SEMANTIC�฀hILLUSIONv฀IS฀A฀MISREADING฀OF฀hFANTASY�v฀WHICH฀
IN฀PSYCHOANALYTIC฀THEORY฀IS฀NOT฀hFANCYv฀BUT฀THAT฀WHICH฀YIELDS฀THE฀SELF฀OR฀h)v฀A฀
POSITIVE฀CONSISTENCY�฀&ANTASY฀CAN฀BE฀UNDERSTOOD฀AS฀A฀RHETORICAL฀STRUCTURE฀THAT฀
RETROACTIVELY฀ASSIGNS฀MEANING฀ TO฀HUMAN�฀SENSORY฀ENCOUNTER฀AND฀EXPLAINS฀ TO฀
US฀WHAT฀WE฀DESIRE฀�SEE฀'UNN�฀h2ElTTING฀&ANTASYv�฀'UNN�฀h/N฀$EAD฀3UBJECTSv�฀
,UNDBERG�฀ÇIäEK�฀0LAGUE฀�
��	�฀
���฀.OR฀DO฀ANY฀OF฀THESE฀THINKERS฀HAVE฀AN฀EASY฀RELATIONSHIP฀WITH฀THE฀TERM฀hPOST

MODERN�v฀OR฀WITH฀MANY฀OF฀THE฀PRESUPPOSITIONS฀ATTACHED฀TO฀POSTMODERN฀THEO

RIES฀BY฀ANXIOUS฀RHETORICIANS�฀&OUCAULT�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀WAS฀SUSPICIOUS฀OF฀THE฀IM

PRECISION฀AND฀ARBITRARINESS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀THE฀TERM�฀)N฀RESPONSE฀TO฀A฀QUESTION฀
REGARDING฀THE฀SPECTER฀OF฀POSTMODERNITY฀HE฀QUIPS�฀h7HAT฀ARE฀WE฀CALLING฀POST

MODERNITY�฀)฀AM฀NOT฀UP฀TO฀DATE฀�฀�฀�฀�฀)�VE฀NEVER฀UNDERSTOOD฀WHAT฀WAS฀MEANT฀�฀�฀
�฀BY฀THE฀WORD฀MODERNITY฀�฀�฀�฀NEITHER฀DO฀)฀GRASP฀THE฀KIND฀OF฀PROBLEMS฀INTENDED฀
BY฀THIS฀TERM�OR฀HOW฀THEY฀WOULD฀BE฀COMMON฀TO฀PEOPLE฀THOUGHT฀OF฀AS฀BEING฀
@POSTMODERN��v฀ �&OUCAULT�฀ h#RITICAL฀4HEORYv฀��
��	�฀,ACAN฀ �A฀ THINKER฀WHOSE฀
WORK฀INFORMED฀MUCH฀OF฀'UNN�S฀ORIGINAL฀STATEMENT฀ON฀AGENCY	฀CAN฀ALSO฀ONLY฀BE฀
FRAMED฀AS฀A฀hPOSTMODERNISTv฀BY฀IGNORING฀SIGNIlCANT฀PORTIONS฀OF฀HIS฀WORK฀ON฀THE฀
SIGNIlCANCE฀OF฀THE฀SYMBOLIC�฀THE฀NAME฀OF฀THE฀FATHER�฀AND฀HIS฀ACCOUNT฀OF฀SUBJECT฀
FORMATION฀�SEE฀'UNN�฀h/N฀$EAD฀3UBJECTSv�฀,UNDBERG	฀3ECONDARY฀INTERPRETERS฀
OF฀,ACAN�S฀SUCH฀AS฀ÇIäEK�฀"ADIOU�฀AND฀,ACLAU฀ARGUE฀THAT฀HIS฀WORK฀PROVIDES฀AN฀
ANTIDOTE฀TO฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀OF฀POSTMODERNISM฀BY฀ALLOWING฀A฀NEW฀THEORIZATION฀OF฀
THE฀UNIVERSAL฀OR฀BY฀PREVENTING฀A฀DESCENT฀INTO฀SHEER฀ROMANTICISM฀�SEE฀"ADIOU�฀
ÇIäEK�฀4ICKLISH	�
���฀7E฀lND฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀ANY฀MENTION฀OF฀+ARLYN฀+OHRS฀#AMPBELL�S฀PLENARY฀
SESSION฀PAPER฀CONSPICUOUS�฀)N฀h!GENCY�฀0ROMISCUOUS฀AND฀0ROTEAN�v฀#AMPBELL฀
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